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1- Mr. 
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1- Mr. 
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De Loach 

Belmont 
Rosen 




EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL« 

VIOLA lIUoZO t AKA (DECEASED) 

LEROY JEKOME MAT SON - VICTIMS 

civil rights, 
election laws 



1- Mr. Ilalley 
1- Mr. McGowan 
1- Mr. Hines 



: > On 4-29-65 f Inspector Joe Sullivan at Selma, 

Alabama , advised that Matt Murphy, Defense Attorney in this 
case, had obtained a subpoena for FBI Director, J. Edgar 
Hoover. This is to advise that the subpoena has been 
received today, (5-3*65). The subpoena is directed to 
"J. Edgar Hoover, Director FBI, Washington, D. C. " and 
commands tho Director's appearance in the Lowndes County 
Circuit Court in Alabama in the case of the "State of Alabam 
versus Collie Leroy Wilkins. M The subpoena is issued for 
appearance on May 3, 1965. Subpoena dated 4-28-65 and issued 
by H. B. 'Marietta, Clerk. . * J 



/ 




Aft you have been previously advised, the Department 

h n <3 fitotoH t" h *i Cnph a enhnnnn a ror\i tl rl «% t/a nn fi^ f + 

outside the boundaries of the State of Alabama. " 
ACTION : 

This subpoena ir-h—tng referred to the Civil Eights 
Division of the Department for appropriate handling. 
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~ May 4, I 965 O 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISK* 

*» s e T'latet J»e murder of 
■ This case T-] * ^ Llu2ZOr 

C*3C5£Srj* :{ between Selroa ana 

on 3-25-65. 






Wllkins began 5- 3 ' 8 *» " Murphy for Inter- 

view 01 k° wc » . 
granted by court. 

3 5-3-65. \ / ; 
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EUGENE. THQHASf ET All VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL- VICTIMS. Jet? 

AT APPROXIMATELY TWO BCLOCX PH THIS DATE MATT H. 
MURPHY JR. ACCCttPANlED BY RALPH ROTEN, DESCRIBED AS A 
PUBLICITY RAN FOR UNITED (LANS OF AMERICAN, INC., KNIGHTS OF 
THE KU KLUX KLAN, ENTERED OFFICE^ OF COUNTY SOLICITORS - 
COURTHOUSE AT H \ YNEVILLE, ALA., WERE I M 
iplANO 4a Ml V ITERE AVATTTNft MURPHY. BMTru Psnrrrnrn 





WERE AWAITING MURPHY. ROT EN PROCEEDED 

- — -* 

TO SET UP A DICTAPHONE AND A TAPE RECORDER* BOTH OF WHICH WERE , . 

> * • "■ HZ \ fw^- 56 (, /-a/ '-Of L 

PLACED IN FRONT ^^^gggggKKKK^^ MURPHY THEN— — 

ASKED INFORMANT THE DATE HE TESTIFIED fEFORE THE STATE GR/MD MAY 6 1965 



JURY. INFORMANT STATED HE HAD NOTHING Ti SAT ATj THIS TIMS? 
MURPHY THEN ASKED IF INFORMANT HAD WAIVED IMMUNITY BEFORE, THE 
STATE GRAND JURY AND INFORMANT ANSWERED THAT*'' HE HADrflQT " .J\ 

UN^TY. MURPHY THEN ASKED INFORMANT IF HE HAD / /" 



] WAIVED I 
END PAGE ONE 





PAGE TWO .... 

WAIVED IMMUNITY BEFORE THE FGif AND INFORMANT AGAIN STATED HE 
HAD NOTHING TO SAY AT THIS Tl^HJ AND WOULD ANSWER NO QUESTIONS. 
MURPHY ASKED INFORMANT UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES HE WOULD 

ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS AND INFORMANT STATED HE WOULD ANSWER 

0 

QESTIONS FROM THE WITNESS STAND. MURPHY THEN TOLD ROTEN x 

' <- 

TO TURN OFF THE MACHINES AND STATED HE WOULD ASK MO FURTHER 
QUESTIONS AT THIS TINE. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE INTERVIEW 

I BEFORE THE RECORDING MACHINES WERE TURNED ON, MURPHY TOLD 

i 

| INFORMANT THAT HE HAD SEEN IN THE PAPER THAT HE WORE A GUN 
AT THE GRAND JURY AND ASKED INFORMANT IF HE WERE ARMED AT 
THIS TIME. INFORMANT STATED HE WAS NOT ARMED AT THIS TINE 
AND HAD* NOT BEEN ARMED IN GRAND JURY. 

MOMENTS BEFORE THE ARRIVAL BF MURPHY AND ROT EN lN THE 
SOLICITORS OFFICE, LOWNDES COUNTY SHERIFf FRANK RYALS, 

SERVED THE FOLLOWING SUMMONS ON I^HIHHHHHHbIbV t> ">5> 

u 

-OUOTE THE STATE OF ALABAMA, LOWNDES COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT, 

SECOND JUDICAL CIRCUIT! OF ALABAMA, TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE 

I 

STATE OF ALBA Hit , GREETINGS* YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO 

END PAGE TWO * * ■ 
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PAGE THREE * 

| SUMMONS GARY THOMAS ROVE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE CIRCUIT COURT 
TO BE HELD FOR SAID COUNTY* AT THE PLACE OF HOLDING THE 
SAME WITHIN THIRTY /THREE ZERO/ DAYS FROM SERVICE OF THIS < 
PROCESS, THEN AND THERETO ANSWER THE COMPALAINT OF MATT H. 
MURPHY, JR., WITNESS MY HAND THIS THIRD DAY OF MAY, SIXTYFIVE, 
\ SIGNED S. N. CHAMPION, DEPUTY CLERK, UNQUOTE." * 

COMPLAINT? 

n 

I *UO*E-NATT H. MURPHY* JR., PLAINTIFF VERSUS GARY THOMAS 

I ROW, DEFENDANT; COUNT ONE, PLAINTIFF CLAIMS OF THE DEFENDS NT 
THE SUM OF SIX, ZERO ZERO ZERO AND NO SLASH HUNDRED DOLLARS /SIX/ 
ZERO ZERO ZERO DOLLARS/ FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED BY 
THE PLAINTIFF FOR THE DEPENDENT AT HIS REQUEST, ON THE, TO 

v 

WIT, SECOND DAY OF APRIL, SIXTYFIVE WHICH SUM OF MONEY, WITH 

INTEREST THEREON, IS DUE AND UNPAID AND 13 THE PROPERTY OF 
j THE PLAINTIFF, SIGHED MATT H. MURPHY. JR., PRO SE, UNGUOTC. 

m 

INFORMANT STATED HE DOES NOT OWE MURPHY ANY HONEY 

I AND IF MURPHY IS MAKING THIS CHARGE FOR LEGAL SERVICES FOR 
MAKING HIS BOND HE IS INCORREST AS HE DID NOT REQUEST EIGRHER j 
END PAGE THREE I 
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PAGE FOUR 

OF THESE SERVIE3E OF MURPHY • . Hi. 

ABOVE SUMMONS BEING CALLED TO THE ATTENTION OF * 
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER IN MONTGOMERY* 
END " 
WA SML 

FBI WASH DC . " J * 
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UNITED STATES GO* ''RNMENT 

Memorandum 

/ 

Mr. Belmon^ 



TO 



rvnu 



i" 



r 



subject: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AU 

VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AI* - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



date: . May 4, 1965 
* if Mr. Mohr 

W— Mr. Halla han 

- Mr* Sullivan 

- Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr* Rosen 
i - Mr. Malley A 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 




Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gamble, who is handling theV / A ' 
state Y s prosecution of subject Collie LeRoy Wilkins on charges ' J 
of murdering Mrs* Viola Liuzzo, hats requested a verification 
or documentation of payments which have been made to the 
informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. ) over the period since 1960 
when he became a Bureau informant. 

" The request of Solicitor Gamble has been taken up 
with the Department, and the Department requests that we furnish 
the documentation of payments as requested by Solicitor Gamble. 
They state that they are making an effort through Departmental 
Attorney James Turner in Selma to determine if a summary of 
such payments would be admissible under Alabama law. However, 
in any event, it is necessary that complete documentation be 
available to Solicitor Gamble in the event such a summary will 
Inot suffice. 

Department indicated that the documentation material, 
which will consist of the original receipts for payments signed by 
Rowe, should be taken from the Bureau where they are kept to 
Hayneville, Alabama, by a person from the Voucher Section of the 
Bureau who is familiar with the records and their custody in order 
'that the chain of evidence w ^ n °j^ e " 3r ° I ^lj 4$ /J 

Thft FlfirKi-rf monf T <2 Tf>nttocf wqq Hrnitcrhf fn fhp attpnHnn 
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30/ 



of the Voucher Section of the Bureau, and they have instituted 
preparation of the documentation material on an expedite -basis* ~ 



! 



JWH/cac 



t« MAY 10 19bS 
CONTINUED vPVEH 




Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AU 

ACTION 




As soon as preparation of the materia is completed, 
an appropriate person from the Voucher SectiJn will transport 
the documentation material to Hayneville, Al/bama, where such 
records will be made available to Solicitor gamble. 
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MEMORANDUM I Oil MR. TCUXJtt 

MR. BELMONT 
MR. P£ LOACH - - 

MR- RCSEM 

MR. SULUVAM ) 



.1 



1 called the Attorney General's ctflcs and ad? lsed hit 
secretary I t I knew the Attorney General was out ol town bat 
1 wanted! to ?, .t word to him when ho comes in regarding the case 
In Alabfui % the icurder oi Mrs. ff Lluzso. 1 stated the jury has 
asked two q rtlons: First, as to the dllXerence between the 
various d< n oca ol murder and nmnclnughtcr; and second, how * 
much wehM can !>s given to the testimony of an accomplice 
under AkVan.a law. 1 stated it loo.'.s as II certain members at 
the Jury art inclined to convict and the Attorney Ocntrsi and 1 
both lelt t-rt it we only got disat-tfcruent, it would be n victory, 
but this lis- 'i ntes s possibility of cnvicUon. 

Ytry truly jourf, 

ft r it 
1CH 



Jo)\n Ec'gar Hoover 
Director 
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1 - Miss Jlolmca 
JEHtedm <0) 

w 

I 



I-//' 

ISplAYll196't 



mail mx*< 




SJWf FROAJ ^jOl 





DATE . C : 4^JEl 
BY ,„ • / ' 



18 MAY 10 1%5 



< 




TELETYPE WIT 



G 



^ bi 



O 



n n t. : 'PR 2 7 1965 



Transmit the following In 
AlttTFI. 



Via 



(Type in plain I mxi or tod*) 
ATH MAT I. 



(Priority at Method of Mailing ) 



I 
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TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, SAVANMB (174-7) 

EDGENE THOMAS; 

ET AL; *) 

TIoVa LIUZZO; 

ET Ah - VICTIMS ' 

(R; EL 



/' 

( 



Re Savannah teletype to Bureau f Birmingham, 
Tampa , and Miami, 4/26/65* 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are original and 

six copies of letterhead Memorandu m suitabl e for dissemination 

concerning tn/ormatioM received on ^ 0 from 

regarding RQWE and attempts by Klan to locate him. 

• a- i*3 \I 

*- One copy eaih of letterhead memorandum is being 
furn^sh^d to Atlanta, Charlotte, Birmingham, Mobile, Jackson, 
JacksonvFllo, Tampa, |f}aikl, Memphis, Knoxvllle, and New Or leans. 



(34 Bureau (Fncs. 7J»M0RM) 
r- Atlanta \Znc. 1) (RM) 

- Bii»i&£hv ( 174-6 > (Eac. 1) (RM) 

- Charlotte (Enc. 1) (RM) 

- Jackson (Eac. 1) (RM) 

- Jacksonville (Enc. 1) (RM) 

- Knoxvllle (Enc. I) (RM) 

- Memphis (Fnc. 1) (RM) 

- Miami (Enc. 1) (RM) 

- Mobile (Enc. 1) (RM) 

- new vrxe^nf* vtui;. a/ \bmj 

- Tampa (Enc/l) (RM) 

- Savannah 

NLPrelh 
(15) 




oft ~c • J/ „ 

442 ^ ^ 




is 





pprovg.^jj-^.^ X!£3m Charge 



UNITJEL STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 



la fopfy* 



R*fw» 



Savannah. Georgia 
April 27, 1963 



EUCENE THOMAS; Et AL 

VIOLA LIUZZO; ET AL - TICTIM3 




a source advised that 
____ Grand Dragon JJol 

\ Scoggins exhibited Tnepnotograpt^of Gary Thomas Howe, Jr. t 
\FBI informant in the Selma, Alabama murder , and instructed 
all grand officers, Exalted Cyclop3, Titans and investigators 
of the Klan to be on the lookout for him. If this Individual 
is located f the Grand Dragon is to be immediately notified < 
of his whereabouts. 

The source advised that this meant that "The gun 
is out for him " as an "FBI flnk M and that he will be taken 
care of for "lying". The source also advised that the Klan 
Is trying to locate the family of Ro*e, however > the source 
did not know whey they wanted his family but they probably 
wanted to harass them to find out where Rowe is located, 



This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FIJI and is lonn^d to your agency; it 
and i ts contents are not to be distributed 
outside your # agency. 




UNITE, STATES DEPARTMENT OF JL /ICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Savannah. Georgia 
April 27, 1965 



Title 



Reference 



EUGENE THOMAS; 
ET AL; 

VIOLA LIUZZO; 
ET AL - VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION 
LAWS 

Savannah memorandum dated 
April 27, 1965, captioned 
as above 



All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 



This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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URGENT 5/5/65 J»| FBV 
TOt ~* ^DIRECTOR 



FROM* 



ATTl N. P. CALLAHAN t ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
MOBILE /44-1245/ 




EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL| VIOLA QREGQ tlUZZO, IT AL - 

■m 



Mr* Sullivaitt. 
Mr/ Tirel. 

Mr. '"i iter.. 



Miss II :in"« | 

ui <-i i_ 

i^isa upnuj. 



VICTIMS. CJ» - El . 



TESTIMONY M. 4. ROV NOT REQUIRED HAYNEVILLt, At/ WILL 
ARRIVE AT DULLES AIRPORT, FLIGHT ONE ONE SIX SIX FOICTYTHREE 




P.M., EDT. 
END 

VA RPP 




TOT wa<7u nr 



TU DIS , • ' 



o MAY 6 W», 



, ;' CALLED J , 



"77 







Noted in 
Ccuiru Sect 
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f •* 1 
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t -4 • > v 



r r ■ TP*^ ^ ^ ■ l J ** * ** 






UNITED STATES G( "NMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



Mr. Belroon ^ 



DATE: 



FROM :A. ROS 




subject. EUGKN^ THOnA^, ET AL. 



VTOTJ1 -LTTI2 tfl TJ?T Af. _ VTPTTUR 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 




29, 1965 



Mr. Belmont 

Mr* Rosen 

Ur. Halloy 

Mr. He Go wan 

Mr. Bines 




Trottae 
T«U. Room 2- 



In connection with the trial of Subject Collie 
Leroy ffilkins for the murder of Mr»i Viola Liuzzo now set 
for 5-3-6J>, at Hayneville, Alabama; we have received infor- 1 
nation from a confidential source that Matt Murphy, the 
Klan attorney representing Wilkine, planned to have Gary 
Thomas Rowe, our informant and key witness, arrested when 



test i f v 

_ _ _ ^ 



Arthur* W f.Q tnh 1 n Ht»/»iHf «a! M 




he aDDeared to 

*- * - ■ — " — — — 

Lowndes County, Alabama, who is handling the state's prose- 
cution of ffilkins, was furnished this information on 4-28-65 
Gamble said that he had checked with the Sherif f 's Of f ice , 
Lowndes County, and there was no indication that any action 
against Rowe of any sort was scheduled. He said he would 
be alert in connection with any such attempt to arrest Rowe 
and would prepare to take necessary action to offset any . 
attempts by the defense to create difficulties for Rowe. \x 

The possibility of the defense having Rowe arrested 
was also discussed with United States Attorney (USA) Ben 
Hardeman, Kontgomery, Alabama, on 4-28-65. Hardeman stated 
that if a warrant was served on Rowe in Hayneville, during / 
7 his appearance there as a witness, there is a strong possi-^ 6/ 
j| bility that he may be able to r>et the case removed to Federal 
Court, if such action became necessary* Harderoan^said if 
bond is required of Rowe, some preparation should be made 
either on the part of the Department or the FBI to provide 
this bond immediately, as ho was unable to find any authority 
whereupon ho, as USA, could authorize appearance bond in a 
matter of this type* M / / ^} y O- y ^ ji 





1D» KC 20 /// 

The above information was furnished to Mr. James 
Turner of the Civil Rights Division 4-29-65, and Ur. Turner 
advised that the Department would take the matter of providing 
bond for Rowe, if such became necessary, under consideration. 
Mr. Turner stated that he was going to Alabama on the ntght of 
4-29-6S, at which time he would take the matter up direct! 
with USA r^rddiran. He stated he would also discuss the 
of the pouuiblc arrest of Lowe with ^lJxUor^^ittlila* 

• -v (6> r; T> V 1 MAY 7 



matter 



1965 



I 



Enclosure - <-cx<*- v*-x? • 





Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
ftB: EUGEUti THOMAS, ET AL. 



r 



Solicitor Gamble advised that the defense had re- 
quested nnbpoenaes for Robert Creel, Grand Dragon, United 
Klans o: America (UKA) , Robert Thomas, Exalted Cyclops, 
Bessewei Klaverfl UKA, Lt. Robert Larry or Long, and C^pt. Tom 
Cook of the Birmingham Police Department, Herbert Pajce 
former Klan official in Alabama, Robert Carrol and Lorene 
Fredrick ♦ All of these persons are from the Birmingham area 
and Carrol and Fredrick -are believed to be alibi witnesses 
for the defendant Wilkins* In addition to these persons 
from the DiiVingham area Gamble advised that Sheriff James G. 
Clark of DallHf County, Alabama^ had .also been subpoenaed * 
as a defense witness. / v : vJL ; > 

Mobile has suggested that Birmingham review their 
files and prepare a memorandvtfn suitable for dissemination to 
state authorities on each of /the individuals subpoenaed by 
the defense so that this information could be used by the 
prosecution in the cross-ex*Eiination of defense witnesses. 
Mobile also stated that they would review their files con- 
cerning Choriff James G* Clark and furnish any admissible 
derogatory information to state authorities for the same 
purpose. 



ACTION: 



1. By teletype attached Birmingham is being in- 
structed to review their files concerning witnesses In their 
division subpoenaed by the defense and furnish results to 
Mobile to ba furnished to the state. *. 



4 



[/W »J <^M A \J A. *J 



<■•* a *r* -r* *i « +■ 
W 1 Oil t 



J.115 uuiaiucu 



IKowe in nn area other than Lowndes County, Birmingham is being 
instructed to make discreet inquiries of reliable sources in the 
Birmingham, Bossemeiv area to determine if any action taken to 
ftbtain a warrant against Rowe. 

3/ Mobile is being instructed to furnish in detail 

(any derogatory information in their files concerning Sheriff 
James G. Clark to the Bureau for consideration and approval 
.mtUf +0 furnishing any such information to state au thtffltios* 
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UNITED STATES 4ENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM : 



Mr* Belmon 



t<A> 



A. RosySn 



:1 



subject: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

VIOLA'tlUZZO, AJCA (DECEASED) 
LEROY JEROME' MATSON - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS, 
ELECTION LAWS 



1 - Mr. Mour 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
date: April 29, 1965 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 



I 



* : Inspector Joe Sullivan, Selma, Alabama, has advised that 
the defense attorney, Matt Murphy, had today obtained a subpoena for A 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, The defense has also obtained ny 
subpoenas for additional individuals, including Mrs. Dorothy Rowe ' 
(the informants wife) in care of Carraway Methodist Hospital, 
Birmingham, Alabama (the institution where Mrs. Rowe was formerly 
cuipxujrcu;, <uiu iux i^uiuuei ai jJUgu ui cue Aiaoama nignway oaiery 
PatroL . ? 

m . 
i 

With regard to the subpoena for the Director, this question 

Trmr% Jtn/nm^nJ ,. n '(k ik „ - . . . .. | 4 /OO /ffC 1 L i_t 

»« U1BV/U09CU W1U1 U1C UKyeU LUlClH. UU t/ QO itUU UepitrUU tmiiil 

Attorney John Murphy of the Civil Rights Division advised that such 
a subpoena would absolutely have no force and effect outside of the 
boundaries of the State of Alabama. n .„ ,„ , 





ACTION: 



Sullivan is advising the Birmingham Office' of tfte identities 



/ 



fv i ivy itavc 



uu^vcnacu cuivt vsui<a_xmai£ uai - 



ground information regarding these individuals. The identities of the 
individuals who have been subpoenaed for the defense are also being 
brought to the attention of the Miami Office so that they may be discussed 



HAUI UilV*UllUiL (UiU M1J A1UV1 UJUUIVI1 VI ~ — 



individuals obtained* 



f\ri ft BflMl r\ fw IU k < 
wuiivd UJiig 



1 MAY 7 Wtf 



» ■ 



The matter of the subpoena for the Director,^s well as the 

ciihnnpna fnr Mrs. Rnwp whq hrmirrht fn f ho aff Anfinn rvf fho HpifflTH-mpnf 

today (4/29/65). Attorney D. R. Owen of the Civil Rights Division advised 
that the subpoenas would have no effect outside of the State of Alabama. 

/ * \ / ■ -/I ■ * . i / 

CLMdge jX^f V V / // 






May"? 1965 
GENERAL INVESTIGATE . DIVISION 

This concerns the V^il of Collie 
LeRoy Wilkins in state court , Lowndes 
County, Ala., for the murder Of Urs. 
Liuzzo which. is currently in progress, 
wilkins*, attorney , Matt Murphy, before 




\ 



; g£H had ft SubpOOu^ 



for SAC Ingram to appear to testify on 
the opening day of trial 5/3/65 ♦ Ingram 
appeared with a Department attorney 
present to protect Governments interest 
on 5/3/65 and was told his testimony ' 
would not be needed until today . Since 
lefense has rested its case, it does 
not appear Ingram will be called • Any 
such letter from Murphy aa described i"£ 
attached will be pronptly brought to T 
your attention and appropriately handle 
Te certainly will not afford Murphy or 
itowe any polygraph tests regarding a . 
natter that has been testified to in 
court under oath. ^ 
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FBI WASH- DC 




To' 

lr« M"hr 
Mr. — 
Mr. r-vp-r 




it 'c 




I BIRHGHAH 




DIRECTOR 



OH BIRMINGHAM (44* 1235) CP) 




Mr. f'nU-iMn 
Mr. c/nr»4 

Mr. ~ 
m, f >* 

N MV. 0»-rr 
' « Mr. r 

Mr. ' r i r 

r \ * r 

Ti-lf. T> ™ 

-!) y 





• , - ... : 1 vf 7 . 

EUGENE: THOMAS, ET AL. VIptA; LIUZZO, AKA - VICTIM, LEROY JEROME 




MOT OH - VICTIM* CR EL. 



A _ — — 



SAU INliKAn, BIRHINOHAB, AGAIN APPEARED IN CIRCUIT COURT " "> 

* « 
HAYNEVILLE, ALA9MA TODAY IN RESPONSE TO SUBPOENA. DEFENSE ATTORNEY 

MATT MR PHY COMPLETED PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE FOR THE' DEFENSE WITHOUT 

CALLING SAC. AS DEFENSE RESTED CASE AND COURT ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH, 



MURPHY APPROACH ED SAC AND STATED HE INTENDED TO WRITE A LETTER TO 
DIRP^TOR HOOVER DEMANDING THAT GARY THOMAS ROVE AND HE, MRPHY, BE 
GIVEN "LIE DETECTOR" TESTS IN ORDEIJ TO PROVE T^A£ RdK WAS LYING WHEN_ 
ROVE CLAIMED IN COURT YESTERDAY THAtXMBHfoY HAD INSTRUCTED HIM' TO ' 
SAY THAT THE FBI HAD OFFERED HIM A FARM IN M I NNESOf?TAN dTTc ONSIDE R- 
ABLE-SUM OF MONEY TO FURNISH INFORMATION tfl Tur flnu^iftiit^T*: 1 J?i b r 



1 L* 



WAS MADE TO MURPHY BY SAC INGRAti REGARDING MURPHY, S^TRTEnTIONS. 



ABOVE FOR^BJUFJEAU.S INFORMATION. * 



END 



.». 
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0 



FW WASH DC 



FBI MOBILE 



2 - 1 5 PM ^jCST URGENT 
TOt DIRECTOR 



FROM! MOBILE (44*1245) 




EUGENE THOMAS* tt ALJ MRS* ViOLA GREGG LIUZZO* AKA ET 

^ . • riTii rwarj - ft»tri»^ caws* »*.'*• , 

AL DASH VICTIMS* CR DASH EL* 



1% 



t 



~ J . A * f - 0F N00N RfCESS TODAY FIVE WITNESSES >0R PROSECUTION 

HAVE BEEN CALLED TO STAND. TWO ASTS* BURGESS AND MC GEE . 

'■'.>.• " \ ■■ ' i 

TESTIFIED RELATIVE TO FINDING BODY OF VICTIM LIUZZO IN , 

AUTOMOBILE OFF HIGHWAY EIGHTY EAST IN LOWNDES COUNTY.," SHERIFF 

FRANK RYALS* LOWNDES COUNTY*. ALA.* TESTIFIED AS TO CRIME BEING 

■ • - * - 

WITHIN JURISDICTION OF LOWNDES COUNTY* 

STATE INVESTIGATORS* WILLIE B« FAINTER AND.;E*. J. DIXON* 

1 v » '■ i I *,» 

TESTIFIED AS TO PRESERVATION OF CRIME SCENE AND/ VEHICLE ■ 

! ) ! 

BELONGING TO LIUZZO PLUS FINDING VARIOUS ARTICLES IN • AUTOMOBILE 
INCLUDING A BULLET THAT WAS FOUND ON THE RIGHT REAR FLOOR MAT* 

- * r - - t 



VICTIM LEROY JEROME MOTON 

r 1 i 



THOMAS ROWE 

t 

EMD PAGE ON 



* Ifi 1 *- SHOfFEIT* AND GARY 

WE EXPECTED TO' TESTIFY TMIS AFTERNO ON DEPEND I NGJJfON 

0N e'' 1 * ; a\i» r? , 'I . : 
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PAGE TWO 

MO 44-1245 

. » i . / ' . 

■ t •• * 

TIME IT TAKES TO EXAMINE WITNESSES ON DIRECT AND CROSS* 

1 . ; r ■ ! 



DEPARTMENTAL 



END 

i 



WA SXC 

» • • • - > » 

FBI WASH DC 
TU DISC 



00 MR. ROSW 



ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER ON SCENE AND COGNIZANT* 
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• VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO. aka.; 

LEROY JEROf-E MOTON - VICTIMS 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

CR - EL 



REFERENCE 



Report of SA 




obile, 4/3/65. 



Summary memorandum of Mobilf to Bureau, 4^2/65. 



ADMINISTRATIVE 4 \ 



,T v * 
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Ho dissemination will be made of this report. to 
the U. S. Attorney, Mobile, Ala., or Departmental Att6rney 
liritil such time as the Bureau furnishes approval fois. the 
dissemination of * this report. \ 





vised that recently he had been 
on a business trip to Tort Arthur / Texas. He Stated that he l1t! 
happened to be in either the courthoise or> th* City H411 Ijjt 

when be overheard a conversation between two policemen* He 
said one nr the policemen had a number of documents in his 
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M0 44-12n5 

ft - . . 

hand and he asked the other policeman If the name on them 
looked familiar. Prom thereat of the conversation. 
Informant advises, it appears that documents concerned the 
arrest of a man named LIU^SO at Port Arthur, Texas, In 

with about 15 other whites and Negroes at the time of his 
arrest in the Negro section of Port Arthur. VIOLA OREOO 
LIUZ20 is the Detroit, Michigan, housewife shot and killed 
in Lowndes County, Alamort 3/25/65. t 

Informant advised that the conversion between 
the two policemen was not for his ears, but that on the 
other hand, they seemed unconcerned as to who heard them. 
He stated that one of them said that this should be reported 
to the FBI and the other one 3aid something like, "We'd better 
think that over." ; . . .. ii* 

The Albuquerque Division set forth a lead for 
Houston at Tort Arthur, Texas, to search. tile files of *!,the 
Police Department' and the Sheriff's Office for any record 
which wo'ild substantiate the above information and advise 
interested offices of the re3ult3. ' 

; 4i.. ■ . » 

LEADS \- * ' ? • > '* V ' 

ATLANTA AND BIRMINQIfi M DIVISIONS ( INFORMATION) r 'tfjft 

One copy each of this report IS Being designated 
for the Birmingham and Atlanta Divisions due to the close 
proximity of these offices to the Mobile DlviSion v and 
they may desire to be apprised of ' the status of instant case. 

• i •* 

nnT5Tr t ? nnmlTAit ('- ' .. !% >"".-■ i 

i'AJCJ.JLfa.* XJ± V_LOjHJ11 r - . 

AT HAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA 'Will follow and wport * 
results or State prosecution regarding subjects THOMAS. 
WILKINS and EATON- ... i » . rV , 

A T SEI/tt, JLABM1 A ; Will report results of the 
Houstoh OfTlce checfc of the Police Department and Sheriff's 
Office records at Port Arthur, Texas* . . 
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Offic« MOBILE 



i 




nuhku 44-28501 



Ttri* 



EUGENE THOMAS; ET ALi 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; 

LEEOY JEROME MOTON VICTIMS 



Synoptisx 



Federal charges against atib Jecti'lHOMAS, WIIidNS 



and EATON presented to the^Federal Grand Jtiry. MDA. oA^ 

.4f 



VV 1 -^ A true Dill returned againat the* above 3 subjects 
4/6/65, for violation Tl8, S24li USC. 




-t — 4-v~ « -a ~ ~ <- 



Summary memorandum prepared regarding captioned 
case at Selrra, Ala.* 4/12/6^1 for the nurnoae of A 
of the recruits of investigation in this case to State ? 

at 

Subjects 

Firgt Degree 

una ucuwi 01 t vjLci/ira uiAjo&\j 9 qj jjQwnads vounty Grana*dury. 
4/22/65. r * , ^ " v ^ 

GMhject3 THOMAS, WILKItfS and EATON arraigned 
b/2£/65, Iovmdes County, pled not guilty to the charges 
In the ircv'.ctment. grated severance to be tried separately, 
and subject WIIKIMS scheduled for trial 5/3/65* Supplemental 
FBI Laboratory report regarding ammunition examination and 
supplemental toxicology report from Alabama State Department 

_ _ _ ... _ _ _ — _ .... w • w • • »w • w * • » ■ J 
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4 HO 44-1245 

* DETAILS: 

AT 3KLMA, ALA DAT 1A 

Middle District of Alabama, furnished a copy of a t£ue 
bill of indictment against subjects THOMAS, WILlCINo and 
E/VTOU which indictment \;as returned against these subjects 
by a Federal Grand Jury on r April 6, 1965, for violation 
Title 18, Section 24l, U. S. Code. The contents of the 
Federal Grand Jury indictment are ao follows: 

"COFY OP BTDICTMENT. which was returned on April 6, 1965, 

by Federal Grand Jury ih Montgomery. Alabama. 



"HI THE DISTRICT COURT OP 
*i THJET' UNITED STATES FOR THE 
* *e -V. MirDLE DISTRICT OP ALABAMA, 

r- 5 . ' EASTERN DIVISION . 

'. « • • " ' . ' ^ 

"UNITED STATES OP MHRICA^ : ■ ' ■■: 

V ' '- • 

UTLLJAM ORVILLE EATON. i ji ; 

COLLIE LEROY WILKIMS. JR.? ' ■ : *. i*.J 

EUGEUEi THOMAS • v. - ,, ^. ; j ,|M V . * 

"(10 use 241) >■ ! - * ' i •* ■ ; :>->v^> !*'**v*. 

"Tho Grand Jury charges? ^ ^ - i ? ^ * v 



COUNT i '"' 



■' ' ' ' *«•»•■ 



i 



"Co-m. -nein^ on or about March 1, 19*5 and continuing 
to on cr about March 25V 19G5. WILLIAH ORVILLE . . 
EATOr. COLLIE LEROY UlliailS/ JR. and EUGENE THOMA3, 
wltlvr the Kiddle District of Alabama^ conspired 
to^ethrr with each other and with Other persona to * 
the T.rrrid Jury unknown to injurt. oppress, threaten, 
and V.tlmidate citizens of the United' States in the 
vi.c'.nfc;,- of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, in the 
free exerOloo nnd enjoyment of certain rights and 
nrivfle^ns Secured to them by the Constitution &n<J^ 
laws or the United States, and because r of , their havi 
exercised ouch rljhto as follows: ;., * \ J,. tji \ rj^jt $ > 

•' " I ■ ^ 

* ■ % - ' 



t 



MO 44 -12 '+5 

» : "(1) The right to publicly protest unlawful 

deprivation of the right of Negro citizens 
of Alabama to register to vote and to vote 
for candidates for federal office. 

"(2) The right to encourage and assist Negro * 
citizens of Alabama in the exercise of their 
right to register to vote and to vote for •' 

candidates for federal office. V 

"(3) The right to peaceably assemblei publicly 
protest, and petition the Governor of the 
State of Alabama for redress of grievances on 
behalf of Negro citizens of Alabama, free from 
arbitrary interference by the State of Alabama. 

"(4) The right to participate in a march from ° * 

3elma to Montgomery, Alabama, to?present a 1< ■ <-.' 

^ petition to the Oovernorof Alabama in 

Montgomery , and to participate lh the carrying 
out of a propsoed plan for such march pursuant 
to an order entered on March 17, 1965, by > 
The United States District Court 'for the Middle 
District of Alabama, in the case : of WILLIAMS v. 
WALLA CB, . Civil Action .j^l-N. \ \ J 7~fl*~ 

"(5) The right to travel to and from* the -State of 

Alabama and to use interstate highways and Other 

.instrumentalities cf interstate 'oowmeriie' in < 
and through Alabama. , ,'■ . .».•.* 

" . j + »*' 

"It. was a part of the plan and purpose of the . ; 

viuiiuii.'.ia^^ uuuu urns ucienuani? wuma naraas, "cnreauen, 

purses and assault citizens ofithe United States. in ■ <• 

the area of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, whb '? 

were participating or had participated lft* or who 

were lending or had lent their support to a demonstration 

inarch from Selma to Montgomery > Alabama, T pursuant \ 

to the plan, referred to above, that was approved < * 

by the order of the United States District Court for 

the M'ddle District of Alabama ion Maroftl7, 1965. 

| : "ln violation of Section 24l of Title ;1&* United 
.* • >L: / "A TRIPS BILL'S • *■ 'yfrJfcy 



O G 



MO 



On April 12, 1965j pursuant to instructions 
received from the !!♦ S* Department of Justice, a summary 
memorandum containing pertinent details in reference to 

was prepared and was to be furnished to local authorities 
after review by the Department • 

Subsequently, the Department requested deletions k 
in the summary memorandum which deletions were made and 
thereafter the summary memorandum was delivered to Circuit 
Solicitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR. at Qreenvillei Alabama. 

subjects THOMAS, WILKINS and EATON was presented to a 
State Grand Jury which convened at Hayneville, Alabama, 
and on April 22, 19^5, the 3tate Grand Jury returned * 
First Degree Murder indictment against COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 
age 21h EUGENE THOMAS and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, according 
to Circuit Solicitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, !JR. v/ho furnished ^t he 
above information on April 22, I965. ,, j .. I 

Solicitor GAMBLE advised on April 23. 1963. that 
he and Sheriff FRANK RYALS of Lowndes County, ' Alabama, 
had traveled to Birmingham, Alabama; on the evening oT 
April 22, 1965, and all three subjects , WILKINS, THOMAS and 
EATON, were surrendered to their custody by their attorney, 
MATT MUR1H7. They were arraigned and admitted ,.to bond* 
ate at Birmingham. ' 1 •' • '* .. " 



a Oate at Birmingha 

,1 

On April 26, 1965, ARTHUR GAMBLE, Circuit Solicitor, 
advised that on instant date WILKINS , THOMAS and EATOH had 
been afforded a formal hearing before Circuit Judge T. WERTtt. 
THAGARD ct Hiyneville, Alabama and all of the subjects pled 
not guilty to the first degree murder charges in the indictment. 
Their attorney, MURPHY, requested separate trials in 
reference to the three above individuals and they trial of 
COLLIE LEROY, WILKINS was set for the week of May 3, .1965. . 

? ■ '■ r i « 

On April 9, 1965. the following laboratpry 
examination was conducted ny the FBI Laboratory In reference 

^ i-k m f% r\tt\r\ •» <* rs.v\ r\f* v% t /<tt « et n m iit'+sA Are a r> m a a a 

fhe subjects of this case at Birmingham, Alabama: 
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Memorandum 



TO . : Tvrnnr"nrm -tot f hh_n&Kr\-% \ DATE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (44-23601) DATE: 5/3/C5 

SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) (P) 



subject. EUGElPtHOHASj ET AL; 

VIOLA GREGG LIUSZO, al;aj 
LEEOY JAI1ES HOTON - VICTIMS 
CIl - EL 
(00: MOBILE) 



Attached hereto 13 report of SA'^^^^^^^^^^^ 

I-IobilQ. 5/3/65. As indicated on the adTninlstrat^ejpaseV^ 
dissemination of this report is being withheld until such 
time aa Bureau furnishes approval. The Bureau is requested 
to promptly advise. • » J 

Bureau (Snc l) . . V- i , 4 ' < '* -i* 




1 - Ilob'ile 7 • - . » Si 4 

JRC:leh * ] ■ ' < • 

(3.) 



Alxtol 




*OI 



«^ A * — i A A 1 O J P \ 

REC-1 

Director, FBI (44-28G01) 



EUGENE THOMAS, ET ALj - 
VIOLA GRTCG LIUZZO, AKAf ? 
LEROY JA'ffiS IJOTON - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 




Rourlet S/3/G3 enclosing the report of SA 
at Mobile da tod 3/3/65. > , 



^ Bureau approval is granted for immediate 
dissemination of this report to Departmental Attorney 
in Selma and appropriate V. 8* Attorney. < 



by 



JlTH/ral , W- 

(4) ^ ' i 

NOTE: The report oi SA ^ HP at Mobile dated 5/3/65 

has been reviewed by appropriate Bureau supervisor. The report 

sets forth Federal and state prosecutive action against the 

subjects in this case and also includes the supplemental toxicolo 

report from the Alabama Stnte Department of Toxico logy re aut 

perf < 
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FBI MOBILE 
12-45 PH CSTx 





URGENT 



5/7/65 



LLO 



TO DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM 
FROrf^ I0BILE (44-1245) 2P 



1/ 



/ 



Mr. tVlp— 

Mr. C^nru'l.- 
r. Frit #v f 

G'le.J-J! 
ir. E-sc»^, 

t. Tavd — 

Mr. Trotter 

T le. Room „ 

M'si Holme*— 
Miss Gaudy 



EUGENE THOMAS # ETALj VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, ETAL - VICTIMS, CR • EL. 

REMOTEL MAY SIX, SIXTYFIVE, CONCERNING THE PROGRESS. OF THE 

r • f I . 

TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER IN STATE CIRCUIT COURT'AT HAYNEVILUE, 

^ ' * * * 4 ^ ~* • — 

ALA, i' f ; T* 1;.. , - f V W 

- «■■■*■.. i ■ ' -r 

OURI NG fTHE MORNING OF MAY SEVEN, SIXTyFIVE, JTHE JURY b * 
CONTINUED ITS DELIBERATIONS RETURNING TO THE COURTROOM ONCE 
WITH SEVERAL INQUIRIES WHICH THE- JUDGE HEARD. ONE INQUIRY 

AGAIN CONCERNED THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE DEGREES. OF MURDER 

■ ■ _ _ * 




AND MANSLAUGHTER. THE OTHER INQUIRY RELATED TO THE AMOUNT OF 



WEIGHT THAT SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE, TESTIMONY OF AN ACCOMPLICE, 
THE JUDGE ANSWERED JURY'S QUESTIONS AND INSTRUCTED* THEN * 
TO CONTINUE THEIR DELIBERATIONS. THEY INDICATED 1 THAT THET WERE 




ntui i n Hunt en cm Hi inx» line.* 



AT NOON*, JUm w#o rtnniuty 



END PA3E ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

TO RECESS FOR LUNCH AND IT WILL RESUME DELIBERATIONS IN THE 
AFTERNOON OF MAY SEVEN, SIXTYFIVE. I 

THE JUDGE HAS INDICATED THAT HE HAS A FISHING COMMITMENT 
FOR THIS WEEKEND AND HE THINKS AT THIS TIME THATi IF THE JURY 
DOES NOT ARRIVE AT ITS DECISION ATttHE CLOSE .Of BUSINESS TODAY 
HE MAY LOCK THEM UP FOR THE WEEKEND. * ; "* « * - * •• ' 

I • 

END AND ACK PLS « . , . ' 

i .« ■ # .... 



A. 1> 




UNITED STATES GOV NMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Behv&g^f 



date: May 7, 1965 



A. Ros 



1 
L 



EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
i - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
I - Mr. Hines 





flHBHHB° f the Mobile Office advised at 6:07 p. m. , h"1<L~ 

Washington time, that the jury had returned and stated that they , i 

had been unable to reach any agreement. The Jury returned at / 
6:05 p. m. , Washington time. A mistrial was declared by the 
Judge. -* * j r . 

> f 

Information was received that the jurors stood 10 for conviction 
and 2 for acquittal. This reportedly was the vote of the jurdtfs from 
theteginning of their deliberations up until the end. " . 4 

. . ACTION: 1 : ! 



The Mobile Office has been instructed to discreetly check the 
names of the jurors through the office files and to furnish any 
information concerning the jurors particularly with reference to 
the individual Jurors who may have questioned the witnesses* 
Mob 'e was also instructed to furnish any further details or plans 
of U i prosecution for a new trial. , t ' 
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TRUE CpPY 



I 

Wed 5-5-65 ( 



Dear Mr. Hoover; 



At 8:55 this A, M. I heard a news broadcast on 
station WJMI) (FM). 

Referring to the Luizzo slaying, the announcer mentioned 
the F, B.L "informer" in the case* 

, It seems to me that a man who risks his life for his 

[| country is deserving of a better reference than this, so, I called the 

IF. B*l. to inquire. Was nicely turned away. It didn't surprise me 
as I realize your bureau rarely discusses the status of it f s personnel. 

It seems that every group or individual interested in 
America and freedom, receives a * title always negative, by the press 
and news casters. One thinks of the term "rebels" applied to' the 
Communists in the Congo who murdered our people and the other term 
"mercenaries" for their opponents. Surely all the defenders were not 
"mercenaries. " 

Keep up your wonderful efforts to maintain our freedom. 



God bless you. 
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£'C % S-f£ * 
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May 7, 1065 



Tour letter of May 5th has been received, and I want 
to thank you for your kind sentiments and generous comments con* 
cerning my administration of the FBL It la hoped that our future 



endeavors contlnus to meet with your approval. - 



f < 



It was good ol yoii to write and give me your bbser* 
vations. In view of your interest, I am enclosing some material 
which 1 trust 'will be helpful. j 



» a 



i 



Sincerely yours. 



W 1 



. i i *■ — - ♦ *. 



C3 



Enclosures (3) 

U. S. News & World Report 12/21/84 

"Our Heritage of Greatness" 

The FBI's Role In the Field of Civil Rights 



» m ' 



/U,KLS:ejc 

T..l--si ~ /Jfffl 

IMmunt / \ w / 



,NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles 

t -A < 
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Bcbnoit * 



Cilluhnn 



FBI VASH DC 



FBI MOBILE 



955 PM CST URGENT 5/6/65 
TO DIR^^TOR 

FROM MOBILE /44-I245/ 



VFP 



4 > 
* 5 » 



EUGENE THOMAS ET AL| VIOLA LIUZZO DASH VIQ 
REMOTEL TODAY. 




JURY IN INSTANT CASE DELIBERATED UNTIL EIGHj PM CST WHEN -FOREMAN 
ADVISED COURT THAT A DECISION DID NOT APPEAR POSSIBLE VITM< THE~SHORT 

-C 1 * ■* - 

PERIOD OF TIME. JUDGE ORDERED THE JURY BE TAKEN TO MONTGOMERY ALA 
AND FED AND MAINTAINED THERE UNTIL TOMMORROV MORNING NINE .AM At 
WHICH TIME HE BELIEVED THE FOOD AND REST VOULD HELP THEM REACH ° 



A DECISION EARLY TOMMORROV. 



END 

VA HFL 
FBI VASH DC 
P 



B w .* ' i ^ • ' - v < - * i ?/ 7 ; 1 

, .' a may' 10 ws HP 

r - m -;,#«-: ******** -L 



• * T 
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ft. 
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* - 



G // " - V 



/ sir. • 

f My- t j * — • 

/IT IT! . ]?>*hi I 



! Mi 



j-j Cindy. 



t • 



BIAOGS 943A EDT MAY 5 55 C39)SYB013 
SY RKB010 PD * EXTRA AH ROCHESTER NY 5 9 ISA EDT 

J EDGAR HOOVER 

' DIRECTOR FBI THE JUSTICE DEPT WASHDC 
PLEASE ADVISE UNDER WHAT LAW UNDER COVER MEN LIKE ROUE IN SELMA 
CASE ARE HIRED BY YOUR DEPARTMENT* HOW LONG HAVE YOU HAD SUCH J*/, 
TYPE AGENTS OPERATING AND HOU MANY ARE THERE • IN WHAT AREAS .... 



OF THE COUNTRY ARE THEY OPERATING AND IN WHAT TYPES OF ACTIVITY 

s MAY 11 196S 

IN ADDITION TO KLAN UORK 



C3S 





tit MAT 11 1965 ' 




CO 
CD _ 

• ca 

l 1 
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^ .... »..-... - , 4 _.. * - 2 ; |. # - v • - , v 

-j f^— ^» » ^| - ™ _ *~ 
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Kay 6, 19G3 



Dear 2Ar. Croop: 



- . • - . • . • • . ------ - •■■ ••>. -~ ; rr- c - - ■ ■ 

- , - * i* - -.*.,. I ^\ 

Honorable A. Vernon Croop I . •'. VO 

. m JSanasing Editor . : ..: /.;'-: ^.V.Vi y\ 

v7 Rochester Times-Union /v V. ?: ' 

aT': Rochester 14, New York • | 

Yoor telegram of May 5, 1965, has been received. ' j. 1 . * 

...» 

- With regard to your inquiries, the development of 

good informants is an important function of the FBI in handling its - ^ 

responsibilities in theTCrtxainal and subversive fields. As in the - ^ 

case of Kir. G ary T. xxv.-e. j niormants have made tremendous 

contributions to our work, not only providing valuable assistance ' 

in the solution of ceres, but often furnishing tiiis t?hich allow us to 

take preventive action. 
oj • — 

« While many informants voluntarily hel : i through a" v 

senle of public duty, we do pay them for their efforts on occasion. 



Uoier no circumstances, however, are they considered employees a 

Of ft® FBlr: *:r Lv ? , * 



I regret that I am unable to furnish yon data concerning f >j 

sistin* the FH or the areas -of ^ ^ 



the numbers of informants who are ass 

the country in which they are cocratins. There is enclosed a copy of\\* 
the FBI Annual F-oport for the 1SG4 fiscal year which contains, pis J_ . 
pa^e 5, information relating to inlormasts which I trust will b 
/ assistance to yon. CD 

) py 

ru Sincerely yours, 

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo, dated 5-6-65, capffonedi 
""A. Vernon Croop, -Managing Editor, Rochester Times-Union, Rochester, 
Jew York.'* Address obtained from files. * 

I ~ J^fifeP-T Enclosure 1 - Mr. Sullivan (sent with cover memo) 

V» r-L .1 " Mr.' DeLoach (sent with cover memo) 
^T^flAf^P 9 XQPfr (sent with-cover memo) 

, _• — !i_mnr «*(.*oo»n5Lr teletype unitu-J 
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UNITED STATES 




RNMENT 



Memorandum 




to Mr. Conrad 

R. H. Jevons?// 

subject: EUGENE THOMAS , ET AL.; VIOLA GREGG 

T.Tiio7.n atta_« t.unnv .tebomf motom. 

VICTIMS; CR - EL 



1 - Mr, Conrad 

1 - Office, Room 7133 

DATE: V7/65 



1 - Mr. Williams 





The purpose of this memorandum is to advise that SA 
Marion E. Williams testified in Hayneville, Alabama, on May 5, 
and May 6, 1965, as to his examinations of evidence in this 
case and to identify the items of evidence introduced during 
his testimony which remained in the custody of the court. 



Q4 
Q14 

Q15 
Q16 
Q17 
Q25 
Q52 
Q53 



VO 



Bullet fragment from under right front seat ^ 
Mutilated bullet from inside top of car over 
right door 

Piece of metal removed from body of car below 

left rear window 
Piece of metal removed from left door of car 
Bullet from victim^ body 
Bullet from rear floor mat, passenger side w 
- Q30 Six cartridges from K3 
One *22 caliber cartridge 

• Q57 Five .38 Special cartridge cases found 

approximately .55 mile east of victim 9 s 



car 



ion revolver, Serial 



No. C-418827 



The prosecutive action in this case will be reported 
by the Mobile Office. 



ACTION: 



For Information: 



44-28601 



1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. McGownn 

1 - Mr. M. A. Jones, Room 4264 
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UNITED STATES 

Memorandum 



MENT 




Tol 



TO 



FROM 



Mr, Rosen 



C. McGowan 



ij 



syBjECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAW 



date: May 8, 1965 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr/ Malley 
i - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. McGrath 
1 - Mr. Hines 
1 - Mr. Dobbs 



DrLoor* _ 
Callohai — 

r*u 



v 



I T«v»l 

I Tnrt1«r 9 — 

f Hol»«9 

I GWt 



Assistant Director Belmont requested SA O, L. Dobbs to determine 
if it was known as to which^juror asked if the Bureau had examined the gun 
and cartridge cases used in the killing of Mrs* Viola Liuzzo for fingerprints 
as the Director would probably be interested in knowing if this juror was on 
of the two jurors who voted for acquittal* * * . 1/ 



After reviewing available ticklers and newspaper articles, Inspectoi 
Joseph A. Sullivan was contacted at Selma, Alabama, who advised this 
information had not been obtained to date. Inspector Sullivan mentioned 
that it- probably would not be possible to obtain information except through 
direct contact of one of the jurors. 

— i 

Mr. Belmont was advised oi the above information. Mr. Belmont 
advised that the Juror should not be contacted to obtain this information. 

Inspector Builivan was advised of Mr. Belmont's comments, but / 
was requested to immediately furnish this information to the Bureau should 
it come to his attention through other sources* i * , J~ 

I . .. .All" 
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GENERAL lNVESTIGAlQE DIVISION 

This matter relates j murder 
of civil rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, 
on 3-25-65. 

Murder trial of subject Collie 
Leroy Wllkins began in State Court on 
5-3-65. 



Gary Thomas Rowe is our 

informant anri irov npncam^u. ^ii 




\ 



Mr 



FBI MOBILE 




". • cTAKW.T (■ f. '!:*: 

TELETYBl!^ 



6 3ST PM CST URGENT 
0 DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM 
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FROM MOBILE /44-1245/ 



5/5/65 




Tel*. Room 



MiSS Hn1mr>M 

Mft« Candy 



EUGENE THOMAS* ET AL. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO. ET AL- ■ MCTIMfS 

Ci/it P'H'Ts - f -'-'»J Ii0r«/5 - •.1/11/ ^ 





REMOTEL THIS DATE* SUMMARIZING MORNING PROCEEDINGS IN TR^IL ) / 

x 

IN CAPTIONED MATTER AT HAYNEVILLE* ALA* I |lf ' 

DURING THE AFTERNOON SESSION OF THE TRIALS tHE STATE COMPLETED 
THE PRESENTATION OF ITS CASE* ALTHOUGH IT DID, NOT RESt'i* "ALABAMA 
HIGHWAT PAT ROLMAN H AGOOD » BIRMINGHAM AGENTS GETTINGS* *LAHEY* SHANAHAN 

...... • ■ 1 < 

MOBILE AGENT ARCHIBALD L. RILEY* AND LABORATORY EXAMINER MARIAN 



WILLIAMS ALL TESTIFIED* '** ■ '^i** I 

* FOLLOWING DIRECT EXAMINATION OF, LABORATORY EXAMINER WILLIAMS* 
DEFENSE COUNSEL MURPHY SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME 014 CJtt>SS«EXAMlNAT|oN\ 
FOLLOWING RECESSING OF THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE DAY* THE PRESS ' 

■ i » * ; ' ."V " ! 

ASKED MURPHY WHY HE SPENT SO MUCH TIME CROSS -EXAMINING WILLIAMS. , 
MURPHY STATED THAT THE PRESS HAD NOTED THAT WILLIAMS COULD NOT 
MAKE THE SAME EXAMINATION ON THE WITNESS STAND THAT HE MADE IN 
END PAGE ONE .'• . . ..» 'ESQ HQ f BBr ™ — Li 't— J,^ , 

^*MAY 11 T965 - 



• J . .* 



* 



E~ . _ , , ^ ; < 

CELLvin rcnr. r;.Tot : f 
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PAGE TWO 

LABORATORY IN WASHINGTON. HE INDICATED THAT HE REGARDED THIS AS 
A CRITICAL ISSUE. HE S^\) THAT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE WAS PLACED 
ON THIS CASE IN SEEKING A CONVICTION* BY LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON* 
AND THIS MIGHT BE THE REASON WHY THE SAME EXAMINATION COULD NOT 
BE DONE ON THE WITNESS STAND AS WAS DONE IN THE LABORATORY. 

MURPHY WAS ASKED WHAT TYPE OF DEFENSE HE PROPOSED TO MAKE. 
HE INFERRED THAT HE WOULD ASK rOR DISMISSAL UPON* COMPLETION OF 
STATES CASE* AND DID NOT SPECIFY BEYOND THIS) AS TO THE ' 

t . r * ' ' * v I 

DEFENSE PLANS. * ' ' • * . ' : \ " "tJ A 

} HmrelltlAoj* of fl***tic* 

ROBERT SHELTON* IMPERIAL WIZARD OF THE -OK** ., WAS ASKED WHAT 
TYPE OF DEFENSE WOULD BE MADE AND HE INFORMED THE PRESS i THAT 
THE DEFENSE WOULD SHOW WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ROWE WAS* AND THAT 
HE HAD AN ARREST RECORD FOR CARRYING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS.,' 

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF KKK MEMBERS WHO WERE OBSERVED IN 
ATTENDANCE DURING THE PROCEED1NS ON THIS DATE! ROBERT SHELTON* 
ROBERT M. CREEL* MELVIN SEXTON* CHARLES C. KELLEY* CURTHIS DOLES 
RALPH ROTON* ALL BELIEVED TO BE FROM BIRMINGHAM AREA* AND 
LORENZO BENDER OF DOTHAN* ALA.* WHO WAS FORMERLY A KLANSMAN IN 
LOWNDES CO.* ALA. » 



! 



. ■ * ' 



END PAGEE TWO . t t 
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PAGE THREE a * ... A#r. 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE-N5RP WERE OBSERVED IN ATTENDENCE 

pK^ r WW*"" " 

ON THIS DATE I DR. EDWARD R« FIELDS* FNt) GENTRY* ROBERT J. VICKERSON* 

RALPH D. SIXTON* ALL FROM BIRMINGHAM AREA. 

'I I 
THE DATA CONCERNING THE AUTOMATIC WEAPON 1 REFERRED TO BY 

- - V ! 
S HELTON CONCERNS AN ARREST OF ROWE WITH OTHER KLANS MEN IN CONNECTION 

C it'll * . • 

WITH A-CR DEMONSTRATION IN MONTGOMERY* ALA.fi' BIRMINGHAM IS ^ • < ^ 
BEING REQUESTED TO CHECK THIS MATTER TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THERE \\ 

1 • t ' if t ■ , . ) I 

is any pertinent rebuttal data which may be, called to the atttention 
1 of The circuit solicitor. -p» . !.»■**■ • ] • «■*,# .* - '. • •' 4 % 

ha , LiSML ,}* ' : . ; ' : - : -.-v- rfl 
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UNITED STATES GCT'RNMENT 

Memorandum 
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/ $ C««rer 



C«l1ahn» 



r. Belmo 
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DATE: 5/ 6/ 65 



/ 



A. Roseni^/ 

• '<? \ 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 
VIOLA'- LIU Z ZO, ET AL - VICTIMS. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 





1 -» Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowaq 
1 - Mr. Hines 0 

Inspector Joseph Sullivan has advised that the defense 
rested its case at 11:30 a. m. Alabama time (1:30 p.m. Washington 
time) today. The defense called only six witnesses. Closing argu- 
ments and the charge to the jury are scheduled to be given this 
afternoon. / 

/ . 
Robert Shelton, Roberj^lTiomas and Eugene^Reeves 

and Mildred' Thomas were called as witnesses by the defense. 

These four all testified that they were present with Attorney Matt . 

^TMurphy when the Bureau's informant, Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. , 

made the statement to Murphy that he had been offered a farm in 

Minnesota by FBI Agents. It should be noted that Rowe had stated 

yesterday on the stand that the idea of the farm was concocted by 

Attorney Murphy. v ; ' , „ • " 



T«>». Root 




-V 




Mildred Thomas was also asked if Rowe had not made 
the statement to her that he was a card-carrying member of the 
Communist Party. The prosecutor objected and the objection was 
upheld. ; j ? 

Lor en ^Frederick testified for the defense that the 
defendant, Collie LeRoy Wilkins, as well as Rowe, ' Thomas and Eaton, 
were in her restaurant before 10:00 p.m. on the night of Marfch 25, 1965 
the night of the killing. On cross examination she admitted that she 
had not clocked the individuals Into the restaurant and that It could 
have been after 10:00 p. m. when she saw them in her place. 

Another witness called by the defense was a_M£#- Poyg l 
He was asked if Rowe, tlie Bureau informant, had assaulted him. The 
prosecutor objected to this and the objection was upheicfes MAY 11 1965 

ACTION: This is being closely followed aiia<fosp«ctor*6k^ 
attvtse us of further developments In the trials . ... w 

'' ■ ■ o ' 
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Date: 5/6/65 



Transmit the Jol lowing in 
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Via 1 



AIR TEL 



(Typt in plaintext or code! 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority) 



I 
I 

4 
I 

L 



71' 



Z 



TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MOBILE (44A1245)(P) 

ft* 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 

MRS. VIOLA GREGGJ'LIUZZO, aka, 

ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR - EL 




Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two copies of 
an article appearing in the Choctaw Advocate, Butler, Ala., 
in the edition dated 5/6/65, entitled, "Liuzzo Defendants 
Appearing at Bladon Springs KLan Rally, One on Trial Now." 

Also enclosed for the Bureau is one copy each of 
two photographs taken at the Klan rally at State .Park, Bladon 
Springs Ala., 5/1/65- Enclosed for the Birmingham Office 
is one copy each of the two photographs. 




Ticture number one appears from left to rigi 
MATT H. MURPHY, JR., who is defending the three subjects in 
the Liuzzo case, WILLIAM EATON, LEROY WTLKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, 
and Klan Grand Dragon ROBERT CREEL. Picture number two is a 
photograph of MATT H. MURPHY and ROBERT CREEL who are standing 



L Bureau- (Enc. 4) f ''l'^ ' ^ 
- Birmingham (Enc. 2) <*'' v FrC 
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Special Agent In Charge 
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MO 44-1254 



in the foreground in the picture. Hie Mobile Office is 
forwarding to the Bureau and Birmingham Polorold copies df*' 
these photographs and at a later date will forward to the . 
Bureau ard Birmingham 8" x 10" copies of these photographs 
which will be the exact dimensions of the photographs 
furnished to the Motile Office by ^■■■■V , b7D 

The Birmingham Office is requested to examine 
photograph number two which is a picture of MURPHY and CREE 
in their Klan robes and attempt to Identify the Individual -< 
wearing glasses and a dark suit appearing directly behind - 
MURPHY. 





(MmmH OWIfif In Spoc* BtUw) 



u nzzo agignttgag ap pear an » 

! Blade SpringiKlaii rally;! 



one 




now 



ror mrpi cf ihe climated 20'.) 
win attended I a s t Saturday 
night's lally of the Kti Klux Klan 
the appearance of the throe de- 
fendants in the Liuzzo sla\inK 
case came as quite a surprise 
The three. Uroy WilKins, tr., 21 
William Eaton. 41. and Epyene 
Thomas, 42, appeared at the rail* 
in the company of Alabama 
O'and Dragon Robert Crrri and 
Klan atttirn-y Matt H. Mmvhy, 
Jr. 



WHkins, younpest of thv Inn. 
i> on trial today at Hiynrv-flr, 
Alabama. He is chirked with t*v 
™md<r of \Ur Vi ♦ Lhi//«. a 
^riile civil rights worker ivh i 
slain on the nieht 
near Lowndesboro 



rKer v, n t 
of Man!) 
a* *hrl 



vi mii m juung utr^JU UC-j 



>\hile 
/Was t 
25 n< 

iween Selma and Montgomery * 
His trial, presently in its fourth 
Hay, is expected to end by tomor- 
row. Eaton and Thomas are ex- 
pected to be -tried in the fall. 



Kl in Gr.uid Drrg n ' 1 ■ - 
'* w .tel the pn*»?p nl th'» rally I 
r* d n Soring and \ krd lh »"v 
:>1 1 'tiding, Ihra* men look 

jik'' murderers?" Their appear | 
inter at th»* rally f«Ho*ed a I »'i 
I v their attorney. Matt MmH' J 
Muiphy. attired in a 1" 



lied 
l.lf t 



robe, was the first krr 
the evening. His talk dealt pri- 
marily with "the Klan's opposi- 
tion to the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem, international finance and 



, Murphy ?ashc< 

out at the governments practic 
of pumping financial aid int 
countries that are hostile to thi 
1 nation. Several times he men- 
tioned an unbelievable citm nf 
84 billion dollars that he said 
was given to a small Euronean 
country hardly larger than Choc- 
taw County. He also remarked 
at the wealth this county, or any 
other in this country, would en* 
joy if a similar amount were 
spent here. 

While Murphy's talk was in- 
teresting, it was left up to Grand 
Dragon Creei to comment on, 
what most of those in attendance 
had apparently come to hear. 
Creel, wearing an emerald-green 
robe which he later removed, 
talked primarily on thu 

— "w-« v • » 

\ rights question and the Klans 
[opposition to the integration of 
Ithe races. He commented on the 
•recent trouble at Selma and 
claimed that the Rev. Reebs body 
was cremated because it was 
"rotten with cancer and syphilis " 
Reeb died at a Birmingham hos- 
pital after he was beaten during 
racial incidents nl Selma. 

Creel also ni tacked ihe pro- 
|mmsi*| free textbook program 
hacked by Uov. lieurr.e Wallace, 
lie said that I his ua* one thing 
he and the Klan differ with Gov. 
Wallace on. Creel, who sniti that 
he didn't want his thrc hifdren 
going to school with a tomb of 
"runny nosed niggers," *-' : d that 
he would buy his chiM< hooks 
and urged that others lie allowed 
lo do the same. 
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The Grand Dragon w ent on to 
*ay that it was Me aim of the 
Klan to pKice mm in every phase 
of government in an effort to 
restore constitutional govern- 
ment. He ursed that everyone 
make an effort to support only 

those m#»n ahn i#)k«.j il _ 
— «„, «Mffcricu w inese 

principles. H e charged that alt 
of our present politicians are 
courting the Mack vote and dont 
really care ,-ibout the working 
white" mnn. He also charged that 
most businessmen are comply- 
ing with the provisions of the 
Civil Rights Act too readily. He 

f^aid that businessmen are not 
concerned with the man in the 

(street as long as they keep on 
making money. 'They have got 
theirs," h<! said, "and all they 
care about is getting richer" He 



said that the Kla n would not 
stand for ftusTTTthey want nig- 
ger business," he said, 'that's 
what we'll give them." 

Following Uto hy Creel and 
Murphy those attending the rally 

were invnea w» 

Creel urged that both men and 
women who were willing to stand 
up for the Klans beliefs were 
welcome to join. Many of those 
in attendance did fill out mem- 
bership applications. In asking 
for members. Creel stressed that 
those looking for an opportunity 
to night- ride on a white horse 
were at the wTong place. He said 
.hat violence was not the aim ot 
the Klan. 

An estimated 200 persona were 
on hand at the Btadon Springs 
SUte Park when the rally be- 
gan at 8 00 p m. Considering the 
(act that It was a Saturday mght. 
and fairly cold too, Klansmen 
were pleased with the turnout 
Most of those attending were 
residents of the southern por- 
tion of Choctaw County. Some, 
including the organizers ot the 
rally, were from Clarke County. 
Few. other than the editor of 
The Advocate, made the trip 
from Butler to Bladon Springs. 
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May 5, i9eQ 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIY DIVISION 

This matter concerns the murder of 
civil rights worker, Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, 
on 3-25-65. Trial of subject Collie Leroy 
Wilkins on murder charge began in State 
court on 5-3-65. 

Rowe is our informant and key 
witness. 

Mot on is Negro male who was riding 
with Mrs. Liuzzo at time of murder*. 
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EUGENE , THOMAS , ET AL . VIOLA GREGG L1UZZO-VICT1H ET AL. 

pectin \\xta 

_ REMOTEL THIS DATE, SUMMARIZING TRIAL IN THE CAPTIONED 
MATTER AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA* 

DURING THE AFTERNOON OF MAY FOUR, INSTANT, LEROY JEROME 
MOTON TESTIFIED AS TO THE LIUZZO KILLING, DR. PAUL SHOFFEITT 
TESTIFIED CONCERNING THE AUTOPSY HE PERFORMED, AND THE DIRECT 
EXAMINATION OF GARY THOMAS ROVE VAS COMPLETED. CROSS EXAMINATION 
OF ROVE SCHEDULED FOR OPENING OF COURT f^IRE AM, HAY^TI VE, ' [ 
NEXT. tt-ijtf 

« MAY XI Wk " 

NO INCIDENTS WERE OBSERVED IN THE TRIAL OR ELSEVHERE. THE 
DEFENSE SERVED A SUBPOENA ON COL. AL LINGO, JVHP, TO PR OD ICE THE 

LIUZZO CAR AND ITS CONTENTS. THESE ITEMS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO^ 

t* . ~* 

HAYNEVILLE* Ai»D LOCKED UP AS EVIDENCE. 

j - . THE. THEHE OF DEFENSE COUNSEL MATT MURPHY-5 CROSS EXAHINATIO 
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PAGE TWO .... 

OF WITNESSES CONCENTRATED ON AN INtUIRY AS TO WHY THE FBI DIO 
SO HUCH INVESTIGATION IN A STATE CASE* Pp^"^ 
END 
WA OHS 

FBI WASH DC I 
BH ADVISED P 
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' GENERAL INVESnGATlWniVISlON 

♦ 

* TKis matter relates. l0 murfer of 

between Selma and Montgomery, a 
on 3-25-65r 

J . . * _..v.»^.t rniiie Leroy 

Trial ox buuj^* '»ate 

Court at HaynevlUe, Aiaoam , 

Gary Thomas Rowe is oar informant 
and key prosecision witness. 
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EUGENE 'THOMAS, ET AL. MRS. VIOL/ft 

-€ft , -Efc • . • A 




IT * 



Hi, 
Mr. 



» * 



Ma iH 




IUZ20| vlt AL • VICTIMS** 

* - - 4 . • 



:v. In 

»« V* * 



13 



^ * % -4? 



: ■ < ^ f? .. » 

REMYTELS INSTANT CONCERNING TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER AT 

> 4 



r • 

f i 



HAYNFVTl IF. A1A i ^ c 

"«-^» • * «.*-■■ j- y J . i 

'.AT FOUR ZERO FIVE P.M., TODAY, JUDGE *T . WERTH THAGGARD ~% 
DECLARED A MISTRIAL IN INSTANT MATTER. HE HAD CALLED. THE ^URY" 
IN FROM ITS DELIBERATIONS AT FOUR P.M., AND QUESTIONED THE\HJfff' 
FOREMAN AS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF REACHING A DECISION. THE **<f' 




FOREMAN STATED IT STOOD THE SAME AS IT HAD RIGHT AFTER THEY * ii' **» 




< v 



STARTED DELIBERATIONS AT THREE FORTY P.M, MAY FIVE, LAST. ^ ; 

— . ... 
Til C* f I ir\ f5 C* ADTAf urn or r>*j t ^ ^ r ah A « ■ A^b* -j — » — * * 

a iic uuuul woiHintu rtnnioaiuw F nun RLL AI IUKNtT5 INVOLVED TO * * 

QUESTION THE FOREMAN AS TO THE STATUS* THE CONSENT" WAS GIVEN 

and the Foreman stated the vote «a9 ten to two in favor of" 

CONVICTION. HE SAID IT WAS HIS 0P1NI0K«THAT NONE OF THOSE* 
ON EITHER SIDE WOULD CHANGE. THE JUDGE ASKED JURY COLLECTIVELY 
IF IT WAS THEIR OPINION AND AL L~ N qfre 0|7f H im HEADS. HE 7 ~<) ' 

i * , 7 / j <i>ai — *J6 

THANK KD^ THEM FOR THEIR. SERVICE AND D BSLMRED A TrTSlRIAL^ 

' 'v ; ■ t . ;t t MAY 12 BBS . .;\f.-+y 

END PAGE ONE ^mtTr^'ZrZ' ' ' 
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PAGE TWO _ 

V 

* ^ 

» * 

. COUNTY SOLICITOR CARLTON PERDUE AND CIRCUIT SOLICITOR * 

ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR., BOTH ADVISED THEY WERE HEARTENED BY TEN*TO 

■*- r. ■ 

TWO IN FAVOR OF CONVICTION AND IN VIEW OF GRAND JURY SEEIffQ FIT 

TO INDICT SUBJECT AND PRESENT TRIAL ENDING. IN TEtiVo TWO MISTRIAL, 

. - *■" .. . * < * * ? ••' 

THEY SAID THEY HAD EVERY INTENTION OF PRESENTING THE CASE FOR \\\ 

TRIAL, BUT NO DATE COULD BE SET AT THlS TJME, 'f\ L r . 

JUDGE T. WERTH THAGGARD RECESSED WITHOUT SETTING ANY DATE 

fok Continuance or new trials. . «. '• 

outside the courtroom defense attorney matt murphy held x 

AN IMPROMPTlTcONFERENCE FOR NEWSMEN AND TV CAMERAS AND ADVISED 
HE WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO FIGHT THIS CASE AND HE 
HAD BUILT HIS CASE THIS TIME ON CROSS EXAMINATION AND HAD DONE " 
A GOOD JOB, BUT WOULD RETURN NExt TIME AND BLOW STATE'S. CASLjK - - 1 
OUT OF THE WATER. HE UNLOOSED A TIRADE AGAINST FEDERAL . % ': 

iNfEHVENtlON AND THE W&t* NIGGERS UNWfrfE AND JEWS AND LIBERAL. * 



LEFT WING GROUPS. w. .> 

JOE ZELLNER, ASSOCIATED PRESS, MONTGOMERY, ALA, § INTERVIEWED 

■ 

JURORS DAN LEE AND BILL Y R. CHEATHAM FOLLOWING TRIAL* THESE 

i 

ME N ADVIS ED THEY Hj&D VOTED AGAINST CONVICTIO N. CHEATHAM StATED 



END PAGE TWO 
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&tof£ I DID NOT ACCEPT ROME'S TESTIMONY, NOT WHEN HE SWORE . , 

BEFORE QOD AND BROKE HIS OATH tfNSOOTE. CHEATHAM'S COMMENT JN 

THIS REGARD REFERS TO ROWE'S OATH AS A KLANSMAN.tU 

\\ 

)i LEE STATED QUOTE ME AND HIM (REFERRING TO CHEATHAM) ARE 

ll tl .»■''' .lit* 

LI PRETTY WELL ON THE SAME SIDE UNWOtET ,vf±**> ! 

BOTH OF THESE MEN DENIED THEY WERE MEMBERS OF THE KITKLUX * 

KLAN. LEE STATED HE WAS MEMBER OF WHITE CltlZENS COUNCIL AND 

[\ CHEATHAM STATED HE WAS FORMER MEM8ER. . , . tf M* . ' 

i • — • _ _ . ^ r* ** J^* 



WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD LIKE .TO. HAVE SEEN ROWE A3#* 
DEFENDANT WITH WILUNS, CHEATHAM STATED ftttOTE VERY MUCH SO-* 
UNWOT-E, AND LEE STATED WOfE* I AGREE* WWWTC. ^ ^ * 

.'•.4- 

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE JURORS! GEORGE 
SPIVEY, HUGH H. TUBERVILLE, DAN LEE, ROY 0. LOFTIN,* CLIFFORD 
MC MURPHEE, E. L. HOLLINGSHEAD, T* R. HOLLINGSHEAD,. W. F. AUTREY, 
EDMUND SALLEE, 3 ILLY R. CHEATHAM, C. M, ROGERS, ROBERT B. SMITH. 

ABOVE NAMES WERE CHECKED THROUGH MOBILE INDICES, AND * 
NO SECURITY REFERENCES WERE LOCATED. THIS INCLUDES THE KK*/ AND 
N3RP;' IT IS NOTED THE JURY PANEL LIST FROM WHICH THESE TWELVE * " 

WERE CHOSEN INCLUDED ONE W. C. AUTREY# JR., A COUNTY EMPLOYEE. 

✓ ,v . ! , A 

y - ' 

END PAGE THREE , , ; t < ' ' 



PAGE FOUR 



FROM BR A 60S 9 ALA., SAME TflN FROM WHICH W. F. AUTREY, VHO DlD 
SERVE ON THE JURY, IS FROM. MOBILE HAS NO REFERENCE TO A f. C. 

» 

AUTREY, JR., BUT DOES HAVE A REFERENCE TO W, COLVIN AUTREY^* k 
WHO WAS A MEMBFR OF KLAVERN THIRTY-TWO, U* S« KLANS, FT. DEPOSIT, 
ALA., AS OF MAY TWENTY-SEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN^ THE FILES ^ 
REFLECT THAT AUTREY IS DECEASED.' MOBILE FILES DO NOT REFLECT 



ft, 



WHETHER OR NOT W. COLVIN AUTREY IS ANY RELATION TO W* F. AUTREY, , , 

WHO SERVED ON JURY. P. ' * 

END ~C Oft ft— PAGE 4, LINE I, WORD 5 SHOULD BE-'TOWN'i f ' 
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FR0M:-/WSAC, BIRMINGHAM (4*11236) I ; I I*!*.-: 5 f 

eugeneWhomas: et ALt rv * i -.:r.»ff^ .li vt 

VIOLA LI UZZO, aka| ET AL -"VICTIMS ' ; < -T?IV 1 



CR - EL . ; f * 

4 ' , ?.H > " 

un 5-9-os nr. muLiwn tsKAurunu MUit, wen-jcnown autnor * 

who resides at Hartselle, Alabama i contacted me "and made known J 
his desire to contact GARY THOMAS ROWE* Biireau informant\inHhe { 
above captioned matter, in order to write articles covering /. f 
ROWE's activities, possibly for Readers Digest and Look Macazine. '< 
Mr. HUIE'also stated he would be interested in writing a book i, 
regarding ROWE's activities and might even possibly be interested 
in discussing with ROWE the possibility of a, movie version Of his 1 
activities. »■ .'• \{ f 1 ' . ■ * :. 

'■ .=■■." • • ' ' v ' 

Mr, HUIE pointed out that he has just* completed work an * 
a book entitled "Three Lives for Mississippi." which deals with/ 
the three Civil Rights workers murdered in Mississippi last summer* 1 
He seated this book is due for early release i < He explained thap 
he has always been "proFBl" and that he could assure us ? that CAi ¥ 
anything he wrote pertaining to ROWE's activities would be ' v> 
favorable to the FBI. HUIE also stated that, in his^ opinion the , 
public has an improper and distasteful image- regarding informants 
used by law enforcement agencies and that he would welcome the 
opportunity of using ROWE's activities to try to change the. * 
public's attitude generally regarding informants used in law " 
enforcement. He indicated that he would be willing to pay ROWE ^-j 

1 
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well for his collaboration in connection with 'articles or a " * 
book and would be willing to pay ROWE*s expenses to meet him 
in order to discuss the matter. *. : 

Mr. HUIE stated that he will be leaving Alabama on 
5-7-65 and will ba«in New York for 3 or k Jays at theHiw 
Western Hotel. He will then be in Chicago for i?or •» days l v :.v ? ' : -v: * 
at the Ambassador East Hotel. ' He then plans* to' spend '\ r tyv$\*&* : .,'£*.j 
approximately one week in ~Los Angeles' at the* Belaid Hotel. UV-'j^'V""' 
He stated following his visit to Los Angeles- he will return,-* * 
to Hartselle, Alabama, and remain* there for the summer* J'< i 

* " •'• f . • V k J i . - *l «r 

I advised Mr. HUIE that his ihterest in collaborating 'yf ' 
with ROWE in the preparation of articles and possibly 'a book, * 
would be made known to the Bureau and if there. is any .interest .. \ 
in his proposition that we would be in contact J»$tti' him*at #v * f 
later date. fa J - : • •, ^ *, v gftQ j 

This matter, has not been mentioned^ toeARY' THOMAS**^"*** • ' 
ROWE, and no further action is being taken by the Birmingham y 
Office regarding HUIE*s request pending advice from the Bureau. * 
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Lb lcaed are t«o cophf of a ielf-opiaaalor* alrtol, dated | 
5-6-65, 1 roa cmx ) Irmlasham Olftee. (or yotor Informatloi, fiuU la ft frft- 

la highly epen ttllvj writing abovt tba fftU at the tare* victim* and thoea porton* 
rccpcnpiHe for th tr c'cathd, ha cuatacttd the Ja ksca culce, 

■tato'i be wa* v' t i^B a book on tho Mlfaura caat and wieuccraaMIy attempted 

terarol hnilr r :{ M i bot* f "Thiea U* lot Mlcfisiippl," tor fwitt* Be 
was af!?l5?J th rvt?*a I*** 50 cteiirt to rerUw this bddk 
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Reurairtel 4/26/65 f forwarding four 
35 mm black and white film with contact sheets and four 

color prints and a roll Of 35 mm color negatives* * r 

■ • *• r% 

The four rolls of black and white film with ' 
contact sheets narked BFC-1, BJC-2, JXA~4l and JMA~42 , 
and the color negatives *nd four printa aaxked JTU-C7 — 

are beinc returned herewith. : i r ^£1 * - ■ ^2La 

For jour information, the following specimens j 
identified by Laboratory number ware introduced aft • > : * 
^ evidence during the course of the trial in tIayneTille 9 
Alabama, between May 3 and May 0, 1965, and are 
presently in the custody of that court: « 



< 

T 1 



Ql 
Q4 

Q14 




Q15 
Q16 
Q17 



tuliet ir anient froa under right front seat 
Hut 11 a ted bullet froa inside top of car over 
right door > ' ' k 

Piece of notal removed froa body of car below 

*iece of netal removed from left door of, carl 
Bullet fro* victim 1 * bodv v - A 



- 4 



MAY 1 1 1965 

COMM-FBI 



Bullet froa victia's body 
Bullet froa rear floor aat, passenger elde 

Q25 — Q30 Six cartridges froa E3 • ' •. •>, 
Q52 One .22 caliber cartridge v > 

Q53 • Q57 Five .33 Special cartridge cases found 

approximate!} .55 ail* fast of victim's 

car 4.* 
13 ,33 Special Em 1th and lassos revolver, serial 

. Ko. C-413327 . .. , . • ! * 

•l»S 'I 

In the event of subsequent trials, these specimens 
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subject: 
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FUG EN C THOMAS 1ST AL; 

VIOIA MUZZO, BT AL - VICTIMS a 
CR - EL 

Enclosed for the information of the Bureau are 
newspaper clippings concerning captioned matter, which 
are described as follows: 

"KJnn Seeks to Disprove FBI Testimony," 5/5/65 issue, 
Cleairater Sun. Clearwater. Florida: 



It 



Attorneys Link KKK Member's Gun to Fatal Shooting, 
5/6/65 issue, Clearwater Sun, Clearwater, Florida; 

vAlnboum jury Weighs Fate of Klansman," 5/7/65 issue, 
St. Petersburg Times, St. Petersburg, Florida; 

M Jury Deadlocked in Rights Murder; Mistrial Declared," 
5/8/fi5 f St. Petersburg Times, St. Petersburg, Florida; 



Shadow on the South," editorial, Tampa Tribune ,""5/11/65. 
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Editorials 



Shadow on the South 



1*T WAS bound to come* After 
the failure of an Alabama jury 
to convict a young Ku Kluxer 
of the civil rights murder of Mrs. 
Viola Uxxzzooi Detroit, Dr. Martin 



Tuft** 



K I net acsprtpH a nr»w Ff»H- 

- -- - - -- 



eral law is needed. It should pro- 
vide that in civil rights cases in the 
South the government could ob- 
tain a change of venue to somt 
place where a fairer trial could be 
had— "such as Washington, D.C" 

Any such law would conflict 
both with American tradition and 
the Sixth Amendment, which as- 

•11FM *k» o<-r-t i e*»rl th» VlffM tft trial 

OU1CQ Vll^ HWVMr>WV* » » » v- - — - 



•'by an impartial jury of the State 
and D Wrier "wherein the crime 
shall have been committed. . . .* 

But the pressure for some pro- 
cedure to move civil rights trials 
out of the South will increase if 

I Southern juries seem inrnpable of 
viewing evidence except through 
the distorted lenses of racial big- 
otrv. 

The mistrial in the case of Col- 
lie Wilkins, Jr., 21. causrd by the 
refusal of two jurors to vott for 
conviction, was appalling. The 
jury had eyewitness testimony, 
from an FBI informant who was 
present in the car with Wilkins 
and two other Klansmen whrm the 
shots were fired at Mrs. Liuzzo on 
the Selma-Montgomcry highway. 
Bullets recovered from thr murder 
scene were shown to have come 
from a pistol found in the home 
of one of those riding with Wil- 
kins. Th# accused killrr did hot 
testify iff denial of the prosecu- 
tion's evidence. All in all, it was 
as strong a 'case as the Jaw could 
hope to obtain. 

But the two jurors, both former 
members of the White Citizens 
Council^ chosa to disregard this 



evidence. One explained that he j 

couldn't believe the FBI inform- > 

ant, Gary Rowe, because Rowe ad- J 

mittedly had violated his Klan j 

oath not to divulge its secrets to I 

any outsider. I 

i 

To this juror, loyalty to the vio- j 
lent, lawless Klan was more im-| 
portant than respect for the laws 
of the state and nation — even*' 
where' wanton murder waa tn- j, 
volved. * 

The sacredness of the Klan 
oath was heavily emphasized by | 
the defense lawyer, himself a ' 
Kluxer, in a disgraceful argument v 
deriding as "while niggers" *ny-| 
one involved ih integration move-l , 
ments. 

Th* state of mind typified by 
the two holdout jurors and the de- 
fense attorney is diminishing in 
the South. It represents a small 
area of darkness. Unhappily, when 
it frustrates justice, as it has done 
too often in Alabama, Georgia and 
Mississippi, it is so magnified as 
to cast a shadow upon an entire 
region. 

Many Southerners are an- 
gered and embarrassed by the ac- 
tions of the ignorant and vicious in 
their midst Last Sunday, after 
aome 900 Kluxers paraded at An- 
niston, Alabama, with Wilkins and 
two others indicted In the Liuuo 
murder marching as honored 
members, community voices at An- 
niston were raised in protest 
Spokesmen for ministers, business 
and civic groups deplored (he Klan 
demonstration; the Annlston Star 
editorially criticised it 

It behooves other Southerners 
who place jusUt<* above race, and 
law above tradition, to proceed by 
word and dcrd to help lift the 
dow on the South. 
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KLANSMAN SET FREE 



> 

Jury Deadlocked 
In Rights Murder; 



Mistrial Declared 



1% TIM 



vo^S^Y 1 ^ ~ J** 1 ^ Alabama Jurors were unable to reach a verdict 
yesterday in the murder trial of Ku Mux Klansman Collie Leroy Wilkina and 

Judge T. Werth Thagari d* 
' clared a mistrial f 

The jury was deadlocked with 
ten favoring conviction and two 
wanting an acquittal 

Both hold-out jurors *aid their 
votes were partly affected by 
the fact that the state * key wit- 
ness broke a Klsn oath when he 
informed on WUkins to the FBI. 

H ILSUN8 couid be tried 
for the murder of Viola Uuzzo, 
i civil rights worker from De- 
troit, but Circuit Solicitor Arthur 
E. Gamble said he had not de- 
cided whether to seek another 
trial ui this tiny Deep South 
town. 

Jury foreman Oifford McMur 

phy, after ten hours of delibera- 
tion Thursday and yesterday, 
told the judge that the jurors 
were hopelessly deadlocked. 

Laler, Jurors explained that 
the IrrMMwo ballot was to con- 
vict Wilkin* of manslaughter, 
which carries a maximum pen- 
alty of ten years imprisonment 
The jury early ruled out a con- 
v^Hon of first-degree murder, 
which calls for a poss ible deatfa 
« nlc nce. 
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AT UNB PfMNT» McMurphy 
said tht Jury wu split eigbt-to- 
few lor a conviction on man- 
slaughter. 

Wflkms, the 21year-oH Klans- 
man from fatrfldd, Ala., would 
say nothing but "no comment" 
to repo rte rs after the verdict 

Tht two Jurors favoring ac- 
quittal later were identified as 
Billy It Cheatham, a bookkoep- 
jer and White Citizens Council 
member, and Dan Lee, a me- 
dank: who formerly belonged 
to that segregationist organize 
tion, 

ASKED WHY he opposed a 
guilty verdict Cheatham re- 
I lerred to the testimony of Gary 
Thomas Rowe, the FBI tafomv 
wno infiltrated the KLan and 
who was in the alleged murder 
car on March 25. 

"I dioVt accept his testimony 
— not when he swore before 
God and broke his (Klaa) oath." 1 
Cheatham said. Lee was a5k~0 
U the oath-breaking affected his 
opinion of the evidence. "I would 
say it had some bearing on thr 
case," he replied. 

McMurphy said that there 
was no sectional or racial rra- 
son for the decision, "It was 
just different s#»t of eyes lik- 
ing St the same evidence." the 
pipe-smoking, slow-talking farm- 
er *e?d. 

SEVERAL jurors exprewd 
| the opinion that if Rowe hrd 
| been tinder indictment aim:- 
with the three bona fide Kims- 
men, the verdict would have 
been for conviction. 

One of the jurors, U. M. Ttir- 
berville, a farmer, said "This 
is the worst -hefl I have evrr 
been through, I think every ju- 
ror looked into his conscience 
and to his God and did the very 
best he could. You couldn't pin 
the decision on one thing." 

*WmM JURORS wid that 
the racist speech with which 
Murphy concluded his drfnn-n 
Thursday did not appeal to 
them. 

did his 



| ^ »I nWt 



"I don't betters ha 



fl5* Sn^tood with that speech, 4 ^ 
McMurphy told newsmen. "Per 1 
tonally, he didn't enrich him- 
self with me" 

In his fiery, shouted final 
argument to tht Jury, Murphy 
said: 

*Tm proud to be a white man 
and I stand for white suprem- 
acy, not for black supremacy. 
When white people join up with 
them (Negroes), they become 
white niggers . . . God didn't 
Intend us to mix with tht black 
race. I don't care what Lyndon 
Baines Johnson says." 

ORCWT Solicitor Gamble, a 
p ro se cuto r as tall as Murphy 
but trimmer, spoke of tht Inte- 
gra florist motive that brought 
Mrs. Liuzzo south and declared 
In his summation: 

"I don't agree with It It's re- 
pugnant to me. But she Bad a 

[right to be here without being 
shot down in the middle of the 
night This was a coldblooded 
middle-oMhe-night killing.- 

AFTER THE Judge declared 
the mistrial. Murphy held a 
press conference at the foot of 
a Confederate statue outside the 
courthouse. I 
'Til say this to you, I did a 
good Job/' said Murphy, the 
bombastic defense attorney who 
is the Imperial kkrase] of the 
United Klans of America, Ibc, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 

'1 tried the case on my art 
of cross-examination, but next 
time a full-scale hearing will be 
laid on the line. Til blow that 
government case out of the wa- 
iter." 

IF THE state seeks another 
trial, tt would be held hi Sep- 
tember, when the next term of 
court begins. The prosecution 
also must decide whether to try 
Eugene Thomas and W. 0. Ea- 
ton, two Bessemer, Ala., Klans- 
men who vert indicted with WU 
kl 



gainst WUUnjuKga 



the strongest of the three be- 
cause Rowe, the FBI informer, 
testified he saw him teen from 
the car and fire two shots di- 
rectly at Mrs. Liuzzo as she 
drove with ■ young Negro along 

the SeJma-Montgomerj High- 
way. 

Assistant State Attorney Gen- 
eral Joe Gantt said he was con- 
fident of a conviction at the next 
trial 

"I think maybe this vote win 
wake up a few people and show 
them that there is a slight case! 
of murder involved here/' Gantt 
said. | 

GANTT t AID the state attor- 
ney general's office in Montgom- 
ery headed by Richmond Flow- 
ers would continue its Investlga-j 
tkm of the Han. f I 

"We axe going to try to put 
the Klan out of business, * Gantt 
said. "And we have some pret- 
ty startling facts already. 

Robert Shelton, imperial wiz- 
ard of the Kan, was asked if 
the Kan would try to seek re- 
venge on Rowe. 

"I wouldn't think we'd have 
to t H Shelton replied, "A man 
Wfp thsf arill destroy himself. 
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Alabama Jury 
Weighs Fate 
Of (Clansman 



HAYNEV1LLE, Ala. (UPI) — 
The jury hearing the first-degree 
murder trial of Collie Leroy 
Wilkin* Jr., charged with the 
slaying of Detroit civil rights 
worker Mr*. Viola Uuzzo, re- 
tired last night at 9 EST 
without reaching a verdict. The 
jury had been deliberating for 
more than four hours. 

The case of 21 year-old Collie 
Leroy WUkins Jr. went- to the 
Jury at 3 :10 p.m. CST (AM 
p.m. EST) after four days of 
dramatic testimony. 

THE JURY CAUSED a flurry 
of excitement when It returned 
to the courtroom one hour and 
15 minutes later to ask whether 
it was limited to any specie! 

ntence under a first -degree 
murder charge. 
Second Circuit Judge T. Weilh 
" afcvfd explained ite two poiv 
aides for first-degree murder 
were death and life imprison- 
ment. 

The Jury then returned to IV 
jury room to continue delibera- 
tions, 

DEFENSE ATTY. Matt H. 
Murphy spent one hour and sev- 
en minutes irr final arguments 
before the Jury pleading for the 
freedom of Wilkins. 

Murphy spent much of his 
time denouncing Gary Thomas 
Rowe, the FBI informant who 
.testified he saw Wilkins Iran 
'from a speeding car and fire 
the shots that killed Mrs. U\tzA 
zo f 38-year-old mother of fivr 
Rowe allegedly infiltrated (he 




T. WERTH THAGABD 



KJan. He said he was with Wil- 
kins and two other Klansmen 
the night Mrs. Uuzzo was shot 
as she and a Negro, Leroy Mo- 
ton, 21 t drove along a dark 
stretch of Alabama highway the 
night of March 25, a few hours 
after the Selma-to-Montgomery 
civil rights march ended. 

REFERRING TO Rowe, Mur- 
phy asked the Jury: 

"What kind of man is he? Is 
he a white man or is he a white 

nigger?" 

PROSECUTOR Arthur Gam- 
ble Jt iindled the main prose- 
cution *^ument 

Speaking in a calm voice, 
Gamble said: 

'The Bible says Thou shalt 
not kill/ It doesn't cay who, 
what, here or when.** 

tumble did not ask for the 
death penalty. 
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WEAPON TRACED IN CIVIL RIGHTS SWING 

Attorneys Link KKK Member's 



<zmi To FotoL 5 hoofing 




!j HAYNEVILLE, Ala. ( 
J SlaTr"aTn*neys have linked Ku 

I K hrv VIM mamVkA* fVtti;* f«rAv 

.Wiikins Jr. with the weapon an 
, expert says was used in (he 
• laying of a Michigan mother 
t taking part in civil right* dem- 

I onstrattons. 

II An earlier witness had traced 

a 3&-ca liber revolver to Wllklns, 
, .md Marion Williams, an FDD 
» weapons expert, identified it 1 
j Wednesday as the gun which . , 4 rrnt 
j, killed Viola Liuzao, 31, mother "fn ■* *• "i^^S 0 ** 1 .* 
I five. information, toM the 12-oianfy 

; tk. m** r-~~*>t~ .ri~..u :J°ry that he was in the car wiihh 

TTlf. _ VL J^^J^^i 1 ^ 11 ! Wiikins. Thomas and Eaton iedly whether the witness binv 



efy AM 'ferrying soma of the him they are. 
marchers back to Setma. Na Two Alike 

Indicted with Wiikins — and When the lawyer pursued me 
awaiting trial — were Eugene challenge, Williams told him: 
Thomas, 4X an employe of U.S. "Mr. Murphy, I have made 
Steel at Bessemer, Ala., and thousands of tests and I have 
William OrviUa Eaton, also of never seen two guns make the 
Bessemer, who at 41 is a retired same marting. ' 
steel worker with heart tmfr» ; That brought this exchange: 
We. Q. Yon never make ft ml* 

Tefis Of Shooting take? 

Rowe, who said he Joined (he ' A. That question hai fie 



In cross examining Howe, the 

[defense awrney 



Solicitor Arthur E. Gamble Jr.. 
said he had "a few mar* que*, 
{ions'* to ask Williams toby 
before the state rested its case. 

MaU H. Murphy Jr., the 
Man's attorney, already hnri 
( indicated through cross exami- 
nation of prosecution witness* 
.the course his defense roifr 
Make. He also has shown a revoi 



when Mrs. Liuzzo was kiHed. 

He said Wiikins used Thomas' 
revolver to fire two shots at al- 
most prvnt blank range as their 
car pulled alongside her auto- 
mobile io a high speed chase 
and emptied his gun at the car 
as they pulled away. 

Williams, who works at the 
FBI laboratory at Washington, 



threatened to 




sett had 
some niggers. 

Thai line of questioning 
thh way: 

Q. Before going to Tuscaloosa 
(shortly before the University of 
Alrbama integration in June, 
19*3) you made the statement 
that you were going to kiU some 
niggers. Is that true? 
A. No sir. That is untrue. 



v er wntch he said he took fro^| tp?ttmpH ^ ft ^ M | a No sir. That is untrue. } 

KBI informer Gary TwJ^A*' ^ - S D«5S | ™*% ^.^^ 
Uo J*i r - . _ . fc womms brain was fired from l march th& year: / 4 



Murphy has not said how he 
will connect the pistol to Ihc 
rase. His only comment was, 4 1 
took It away from Rnwe before 
he killed someone and blamed it 
on us." 

Hie klan attorney has sought 
to portray Rowe, the state's star 
witness, as a troublemaker hop- 
ing to collect a rich rewind 
from the federal government If 
he could "help break the back 
of the klan." 

Three Face Trial 



Thomas' gun. A Q. Did you make the stat* 

Pistol Traced ! mcnt in Montgomery to t man 

Another agent toW the frrrt at a fitting station that yoa 
that the gun used in the 1nbora| didn't drive that far lot mttt'< 
lory test came from Thomas i ing? 



home, and still another said a 
gun permit found on Ihoroas 
was issued for the same pistol 

Williams first testified that 
three builets found in the car 
were determined by laboratory 
tests to have come from the gun 
which Rowe had said Thomas 
handcxt to young Wiikins Just; 



Wiikins, 11, a self-employed before the shooting, 
automobile mechanic at Fair- Gamble, the prosecutor, want- 
field, Ala., near Birmingham, is ed to pin St down still closer. So 
,the first of three KKK members the questioning of the FBI agent 
Ihrought to trial tor the itayliz wrnf )i';e this: 



of the Detroit housewife, 
i Mrs. Liuzao, the wife of a 
Teamsters Union official, was 
shot to death near Lowndesboro 
'the night of March » after lak- 
'ing part In the civil rinMs 
march fagtn Selma tp Montana 



7 " 



/ 



Q. Based on your experience. 
Is it your opinion that the bullet 

IVUiHJ J J i \ir^ i re>u ut l^m» "4 «r 

was fired from that pistol? 
A. Yes sir. 

The defense attorney rrfn«M 
lo ncci pt ballistics tests as v»tki 
'|ut tha, FBI wttnw^aaaiiyi 



Qsestlea Unanswered 

That question went 
swered because the state's ob- 
jection was upheld by the court 

» * t-U-. t HT4.i. * 

jtiuipuy immrMcu, mm biivwv 

his (Rowei) tendency toward 
1 violence and trouble making." 
1 Then m another part of the 
cross examination: 

Q. On the way to Seima, 
didn't you say continually that 
yoy hadn't como all that way 
lor nothing, that you were going 
to cause some niggers some 
.trouble? 

A. No sir. Very definitely not 
lit was Wiikins who said that 

Murphy became so enraged 
n>at the court took a five-minute 
tecess when Rowe accused the 
attorney of felling him to put 
out a story that the FBI had 
offeodJum land In Minnesota 
'o cooperate wKh theufNrfter UA 



(Indteot* p<xg«, nam* el 
nfwtp<ip«r, city and slot*.) 
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I ftpao fcflimg. 

"Q. I'll ask yon If voS dldnT 
tea me flat the FBI offered to 
ghw yoo 500 teres of land, a 
farm in Minnesota and pay yoa 

a sufficient amount to run (he t 
form the real of your natural 

life if you would cooperate and . - 

help break the back of (he khm? . , -< f 

A. No sir. You told me to put * * H 

that story out TJrats bow it fot - 

out « — \ y ' 

After Murphy had regained " • 
his composure following the re- • ' • *'£ f 'i. * • 

cess he asked fho question. " % f i ' . U 4 

Deaies Payoff « ^ .it 

The wltnesa, a one time clieiH s ' 1 . I 

tor the Han attorney^ replied: . 1 «. f " t*"' 3 * .1 

"You asked me if they offered * * t ? ' * 

me large sums of money and f £ - - *5: * * 

toid you no. I told you the agent ; * " >' . 1 f • T ,. 

told me I could say anything I 



wanted to. They couldn't care * ; T ;: **' . / 

less. The agent lold me I couM;* ^ 4, v ' 

aay I was offered 500 acres of ? * .{ \- * ". " r 

land or apple tree*; he couldn't r « : '« * * 7 

care tea*. You came hack and :*■•*«'..'"'.' 
said, •Well, good/ You t*W ' 
make it 550 acres and $150,000, 1 . 



v 

i 



t 5 
I. 





Qttolnt In Spoce Belev) 



ATTORNEY CALLS UNDERCOVER AGENT A HAS! . '. 

Klan Seek s To D isprove FBt 



T 

■ 



timnnv 




TUVMEVlLLE, AU. (IP) =T ingham barroom operator, turn 
A Kq KIux Klan attorney prom- 1 unemployed, told the tt-mao 
jised today to disprove an FBl! jury he saw young Wilkins, on 
! undercover agent's story which the back feat of a car Wide 
named a young Klansman as him, fire two shots into Mrs. 

liuzzo's car on a lonely stretch 
the killer of a white dvil righU of U.S. St Hear LowndesborOL 

^ M>w ^ Tw Olteft Indicted 

; Hie heavily guarded FBI in- 

i former. Gory Thomas Rowe, a 

Klan member, was called back 
[to the witness stand to face in- 
tensive cross-examination by 

defense attorney Matt H. Mur- 
phy Jr. who had called him a 

liar. <~ 
Rowe, escorted to and from 

(he courtroom by federal 

agents, testified in state court 

Tuesday that Collie Leroy Wilk- 



Aia., near Birmingham, is th_ 
first of three Klanstp^o brought 
h. trial m ftort-deg*^ mum:* 
indictments. 

Attorney Makes Promise 
After Howe left the stand, 
Mun*y, the Klan attorney rryv 
renting Wilkin*, commented 

mgrily to newsmen that Rowe 
hid 4< told a G- d- lie and 1*0 
mwe it tomonmv." 

Mrs. Uuzzo, S§, the mother of 
'ive and the wife of a teamster* 
1 Won official, was shot to deaf h 
vhile shuttling other marcher* 
Kirk to SHma following the civ- 
I rights m;irch lo Mnntg*>mrry 
m which she, too, h;iri taken 
•«rt. A young Negro riding in 
'he front sent with htt C^ipnt 
n»ury. 

Rowe, a husky te qner Blrr r- 



i we uuers iwnetee f , 

Driving the Klansmen's 'car 
as it pulled alongside the Uuno 
automobile, the witness said, 
was Eugene Thomas, 42 t of Be*, 
spmer. Seated next to Thomas 
was William OrviJJe Eaton* *U K 
also of Bessemer. Thomas and* 
Eaton aisb are under murder 
indictment and Awaiting trial, ;* I 

Eaton also opened fire with a 
E-catfber pistol, Rowe said. 
Rut a state toxicologic Dr. 
Paul ShofTeitt, who removed the 
death bullet from the victim's 



The witne ss said he-KlaUw- 
era! tBBB to get his cothpanions 
to turn back to Sekna but that 
Thomas insisted, "We're going 
to take 'ea. We'm not going to 
give up/* 

When the time cam*, Rowe 
oooUnued, '"Gene Thomas got 
out his pistof and handed H to 
Wilkins. As we got dkectfr even 
with the cat, Wilkins said, 'Give 
it some gas\ we speeded up a 
little bit , v - * i 

Tw* Shots Fire* V ' 
^Wilkins held his arm but the 



jins Jr., It fired two pistol dints\ 
I at dose ranee into Uw far m 1 

n^JS'jTS 1 * wsw ,lain * raliber sfu * *hk* tilled bet. 



leagues first noticed Mrs. Uus- 
Mtn and her Negro companion) he 
.«aid, white waiting at a traffic 
lisht in Selroa and followed 
(heir car lor tome 2S miles be- 
fore finally overtaking It 

At the traffic light, the wit* 
ness said, Wilkins looked at the 
automobile parted alongside 
and remarked, "Look there, 
baby brother. VH be damned/* 
Then, Rowe continued, "Gene 
Thomas spoke up and said, 
LrtTs get 'emV * 

WoaWat Tarn Back 

TVy tried several times to 
pull alongside Mrs. Uumo's car, 
Howe went On. hut ench time 
ttanothing intervened. Once 
Owy «fw>tted a highway rwitrol 
jmr, Another time ii wa* i 
rrnwd of Negroes standing nt^r 
the highway. Later! H was on * 

ttfliioig ^ujfic. 



window, eJbow length. Just ai 
e got even wHh the front win* 
dow of the other car, the lady 
turned and looked directly at us. 
As she looked, Wilkins fired two 
shots. • i \ i 

i 'ThoW seal, 'lied, shoot 
the heti out of thefnV' It * 

Rowe said he also haj 4 piiot 
but did nol fire it t S. ^ : 4 

As they pirlled ahead, Rowe 
said he noticed Mri Liusxo's 
car stilt traveling in a straight 
line and 1e*d his mtfc^gtieS ft 
seemed the shots may have 
missed. 8ut he added. "Wilkins 
spoke up and said, 'Bab? broth- 
er, t don* mist. That so-and-so 
Is deodar than hell'. 99 

After returning to Bessemer 
ioot ui u« mini, jwwe iajQ 
they went Id a place known as 
Lorene's and, after talking with 
a woman tnsidtf, Thomai as- 
sured the other men, "I've apt 
u&dtalial^ 

i 



r 



(Indicate ^aq« ( not* of 
ntwtpapcr, elty and a tat a.) 
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